Office  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
14,  Temple  Street,  Birmingham, 

May  24th,  1905. 

To  The  Warwickshire  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

1.  I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  sixth  Annual  Report  as  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  the  sixteenth  I  have  made  to  your  Council  on  the  health  of  the  Administrative  County. 

2.  I  propose  to  adopt,  generally,  the  same  system  as  in  my  last  year’s  report,  namely  to  deal  with 
the  County  as  a  whole  first,  and  complete  it  by  summaries  of  the  district  reports.  In  the  statistics, 
the  birth,  death,  and  Zymotic  death  rates  are  calculated  per  1,000  persons  estimated  to  be  living,  while 
the  infant  mortality  is  reckoned  on  children  who  died  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  registered  births. 

THE  COUNTY  AS  A  WHOLE. 

AREA. 

3.  As  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  boundaries  of  the  County  or  of  any  of  the  districts,  the  area 
remains  the  same  as  last  year,  both  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts,  the  figures  respectively  being 
54,799  and  494,895  acres,  giving  a  total  for  the  County  of  549,694  acres. 

POPULATION. 

4.  I  find  that  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  estimate  the  population  to  the  middle  of  1904 
to  have  been  370,047,  an  increase  of  nearly  9,000  on  the  previous  year.  The  chief  increases,  as  in  previous 
years,  are  to  be  found  in  those  districts  near  Birmingham,  namely  Erdington  and  Sutton  Coldfield, 
and  the  manufacturing  districts  in  the  north-east  of  the  County,  namely  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton, 
Atherstone,  Foleshill  and  Tamworth,  and  also  in  the  Rugby  Urban  district. 

Last  year  I  called  attention  to  the  desirability  of  a  quinquennial  census,  instead  of  a  decennial  one 
being  taken,  as  at  present,  as  the  accuracy  of  the  statistics  given  in  the  health  reports  depends  on  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  number  of  people  living  during  any  particular  year.  I  regret,  therefore,  that 
nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  bringing  this  matter  to  a  practical  issue. 

BIRTHS. 

5.  Nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight  births  were  registered,  compared  with  9,521  and 
9,600  in  1903  and  1902.  Calculated  on  the  estimated  population,  the  birth-rate  is  26'96,  a  figure 
considerably  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  fractionally  below  that  of  1902  and  1901  respectively. 
This  is  the  first  year  for  some  time  that  I  have  not  recorded  a  decrease  in  the  birth-rate,  and  this, 
therefore,  is  a  point  for  much  congratulation.  The  birth-rate  is  below  the  average  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales,  this  being  27'9. 


6.  The  increase  of  our  birth-rate  is  entirely  due  to  the  higher  rate  in  the  Urban  districts,  although, 
strange  to  say,  the  rate  in  these  is  still  lower  than  that  of  the  Rural  sanitary  districts.  The  reason  for 
this  undoubtedly  is  that  one  or  two  of  the  places  are  largely  residential,  particularly  Leamington,  and 
here  the  birth-rate  is  very  low  indeed,  while  some  of  the  Rural  districts,  though  under  Rural  District 
Councils,  as  regards  their  government,  have  more  the  character  of  mining  and  manufacturing  districts, 
and  in  which  the  rate  is  consistently  high. 

7.  In  the  Urban  districts,  the  highest  rate  was  in  Bulkington,  closely  followed  by  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers 
Coton.  In  the  case  of  Bulkington  the  rate  had  a  very  large  increase,  namely  from  28'4  to  38'04  in  1904, 
while  in  Nuneaton  the  rate  rose  from  34'8  to  363  in  the  year  under  review.  The  lowest  birth-rate 
in  the  Urban  Districts  was  in  Leamington,  where  it  was  only  18’1,  while  in  Stratford  and  Sutton 
Coldfield  the  figures  were  191  and  20‘54  respectively. 

8.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  the  highest  rate  was  at  Atherstone,  where  it  was  35 '7,  closely  followed  by 
Tamworth  with  35‘6  and  Foleshill  with  350.  In  the  case  of  Atherstone,  the  birth-rate  was  1'6  higher 
than  in  the  previous  year,  but  in  the  case  of  Tamworth  it  was  practically  identical,  and  in  the  case  of 
Foleshill  21  lower.  The  lowest  birth-rate  was  to  be  found  in  the  small  district  of  Coventry,  closely 
followed  by  Meriden,  the  rates  being  200  and  20'6  respectively. 

/ 

DEATHS. 

9.  Five  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  deaths  were  registered  in  the  County  during  the  year, 
3,085  in  the  Urban  districts,  and  2,163  in  the  Rural,  giving  a  death-rate  of  14’18,  compared  with 
1 3'69  in  1903,  and  13'45  in  1902.  It  will  be  observed,  therefore,  that  the  death-rate  has  increased 
slightly  on  the  two  previous  years,  but  it  is  still  lower  than  it  was  in  1901,  and  compares  favourably 
with  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years,  which  was  15'16. 

10.  In  the  Urban  Districts,  the  lowest  rate  was  in  Sutton  Coldfield,  closely  followed  by  Erdington 
and  Rugby,  the  death-rates  for  these  three  districts  being  respectively  10'4,  10'8,  and  10-9.  The  highest 
death-rate  was  in  Aston  Manor,  where  it  was  15‘8,  and  this  I  think  may  be  considered  a  satisfactory 
feature,  in  that  throughout  the  Urban  districts  of  the  County  in  no  district  was  the  death-rate  up  to 
the  average  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

11.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  lowest  rate  was  to  be  found  in  Coventry,  the  figure  being  5*7,  followed 
by  Monks  Kirby  with  8-4,  and  Farnborough  with  9‘7.  In  no  other  Rural  District  was  the  rate  under 
ten.  The  highest  rates  were  to  be  found  in  Brailes  and  Foleshill,  the  figure  in  each  case  being  17-5, 
while  in  Southam  it  was  17'0. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

12.  Five  hundred  and  fifty  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases, 
compared  with  419  in  1903  and  384  in  1902.  This  gives  us  an  increased  Zymotic  death-rate,  but  the 
increase  has  been  due  to  those  diseases  over  which  sanitary  authorities  have  but  little  control. 
The  deaths  registered  were  as  follows  : — Smallpox,  nil ;  Measles,  45  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  40 ;  Whooping 
Cough,  113;  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  67;  Typhoid  Fever,  26;  Continued  Fever,  1;  and 
Diarrhoea,  258. 

.A  .....  . 

13.  Compared  with  last  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  is  chiefly  in  Diarrhoea  and  Whooping 
Cough.  Last  year  I  was  able  to  report  that  the  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  were  only  one-half 
those  of  the  previous  year,  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  disease  tends  to  recur  in  epidemics  at 

short  periods. 

* 

14.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  year  is  l-48,  compared  with  1*15  in  1903.  In  the  Urban  districts 
the  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  was  367,  compared  with  289  in  1903.  This  gives  us  a  rate 
of  1'6,  a  rate  slightly  higher  than  in  the  two  previous  years.  In  the  Rural  districts,  the  deaths  num¬ 
bered  183,  giving  a  rate  of  l-22,  a  rate  not  so  satisfactory  as  in  the  previous  year,  when  it  was  only 
0-87  per  thousand,  which  was  the  lowest  recorded  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  Rural  districts. 
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15.  Smallpox. — Again,  for  the  second  time  in  succession,  many  of  the  districts  have  suffered  from  out¬ 
breaks  of  this  disease.  Altogether  73  cases  have  been  notified. 

16.  In  the  Urban  districts  the  cases  were  comparatively  few,  namely  six,  occuring  as  follows  : — 3  in 
Aston  Manor,  2  in  Nuneaton,  and  1  at  Rugby. 

17.  In  the  Rural  districts  the  visitation  was  much  more  severe,  though  in  only  two  of  them  did  the 
number  of  cases  exceed  ten.  The  districts  affected  were  :  Atherstone,  9  ;  Foleshill,  6  ;  Meriden,  2  ; 
Nuneaton,  27  ;  Rugby,  8 ;  Solihull,  1  ;  and  Southam,  14. 

18.  These  67  cases  may  practically  be  divided  into  two  epidemics,  one  which  occurred  at  Arley  in 
the  Nuneaton  Rural  District  in  the  month  of  March,  and  from  which  cases  spread  to  the  surrounding 
districts  of  Nuneaton  Urban,  Atherstone,  Foleshill  and  Meriden.  The  other  occurred  in  Southam,  where 
14  cases  were  reported,  all  of  them  being  stated  by  the-  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  be  traceable  in  the 
first  instance  to  a  tramp  who  lodged  for  a  single  night  in  the  common  lodging  house  in  Southam.  Full 
details  of  these  outbreaks  appear  in  the  summaries  of  the  reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health. 

19.  Referring  to  the  first  epidemic,  the  one  which  originated  in  the  Nuneaton  Rural  District,  this  was 
caused  by  miners  coming  from  Nottingham  to  work  at  the  new  colliery  sinkings,  and  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  disease  was  of  such  a  mild  type,  there  was  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  miners  to  take  proper 
precautions  in  the  way  of  isolation.  I  gave  a  full  report  at  the  time  as  to  the  results  of  my  investi¬ 
gations  into  this  outbreak,  and  the  only  point  I  would  refer  to  now  is  the  fact  that  although  27  cases 
occurred  in  the  small  Nuneaton  district,  not  a  single  death  resulted,  though  some  of  the  cases  were 
comparatively  severe,  and  many  of  them  occurred  in  un-vaccinated  children. 

20.  In  addition  to  these,  a  few  sporadic  cases  occurred,  notably  in  Rugby  and  Aston  Manor.  Here 
two  cases  were  imported  from  Blackpool. 

21.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  here  that  the  whole  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital, 
though  difficulties  occurred  in  many  instances  owing  to  the  unpreparedness  of  some  of  the  authorities 
to  deal  with  early  cases,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  much  credit  is  due  to  the  various  sanitary  staffs  con¬ 
cerned  for  the  promptitude  they  showed  in  meeting  their  obvious  difficulties  and  thus  keeping  the  epidemics 

within  bounds. 

22.  It  is  worthy  perhaps  of  record  in  connection  with  this  matter  to  remind  your  Committee  that  a 
very  important  Conference  was  called  by  the  London  County  Council  to  discuss  the  spread  of  Small¬ 
pox  and  other  diseases  by  tramps,  and  many  important  and  far-reaching  resolutions  were  passed,  which 
have  been  referred  to  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  them  as  far  as  is  practicable.  It 
is  a  sign  of  the  times,  however,  I  think,  to  note  that  public  attention  has  been  called  with  some  degree 
of  force  to  the  fact  that  the  tramp  is  not  only  a  social  pest,  but  a  real  danger  to  the  welfare  of  those 
communities  which  suffer  from  his  presence. 

23.  Measles. — It  is  a  matter  for  great  congratulation  that  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  has  been 
extremely  low.  It  is  interesting  to  note  as  a  fact  that  this  has  been  so  for  three  consecutive  years, 
though  in  1904  the  low  water  mark  was  reached,  only  45  deaths  being  registered  from  it  as  compared 
with  86  and  57  in  the  two  previous  years.  Of  the  45  deaths,  26  occurred  in  the  Urban  and  19  in  the 
Rural  districts,  so  that  allowing  for  the  difference  of  population  there  was  practically  no  more  mor¬ 
tality  in  the  Urban  than  in  the  Rural  districts. 

24.  I  have  previously  pointed  out  that  Measles  is  one  of  the  most  important  diseases  in  raising  the 
Zymotic  death-rate,  and  that  most  of  its  victims  are  children  under  five  years  of  age.  In  connection 
with  this  matter  I  also  desire  to  call  attention  to  some  very  important  observations  and  remarks  by 
Dr.  Newsholme,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Brighton  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1904,  where 
Measles  had  been  very  prevalent.  He  shows  that  Measles  becomes  epidemic  every  second  or  third 
year,  but  that  more  severe  epidemics  occur  at  periods  of  somewhere  about  seven  years. 
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25.  As  the  result  of  minute  investigations,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  make  them,  both  into  the  number 
of  deaths  and  cases,  he  shows  that  while  the  total  fatality  of  Measles  at  all  ages  was  under  7  '6%,  in 
children  under  a  year  it  was  something  under  25%,  in  children  aged  1-2  under  22%,  in  children  aged  2-3 
under  11’3%,  of  children  aged  3-4  under  3 ’6%,  in  children  aged  4-5  under  4-l%,  and  in  children  aged 
5-6  under  2 ’5%,  while  among  the  270  known  cases  at  ages  six  and  upwards,  no  deaths  occurred.  The 
fatality  rates  cannot  be  given  absolutely  correctly,  because  all  cases  of  Measles  do  not  become  notified, 
and  though  great  care  was  taken  by  him  to  discover  all  cases,  the  absence  of  notification  renders  this 
impossible  in  very  mild  cases.  Still,  this  one  fact  stands  out  clear  and  distinct,  that  out  of  the  94 
deaths  from  Measles,  not  one  occurred  at  ages  over  six. 

26.  Unhappily,  despite  all  educative  efforts  in  sanitary  matters,  the  bulk  of  the  people  still  regard 
Measles  as  a  disease  that  falls  to  the  lot  of  everyone,  and  stranger  still  there  is  the  popular  delusion 
to  the  effect  that  as  children  must  have  it,  the  sooner  they  have  it  the  better.  Consequently  no  efforts 
are  made  to  prevent  infection  spreading  in  a  household,  but  in  many  instances  care  is  taken  that  all  the  children 
shall  have  it  at  once.  In  the  light,  however,  of  these  figures,  which  only  prove  what  has  been  said 
over  and  over  again,  it  will  be  seen  that  if  every  care  were  taken  to  prevent  young  children  becoming 
infected  that  the  death-rate  might  materially  be  reduced. 

27.  Dr.  Newsholme  gives  also  the  results  of  careful  enquiry  as  to  the  necessity  of  disinfection  after 
Measles,  and  he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  “  The  infection  of  Measles  is  short-lived,  and  that  domestic 
cleansing  suffices  for  disinfection.”  This  is  a  statement  of  the  case  in  which  I  am  in  hearty  and  com¬ 
plete  agreement  after  a  prolonged  experience  in  the  matter,  in  fact  for  ten  years  I  had  experience  of 
the  notification  of  Measles  in  a  large  Urban  district,  and  therefore  was  in  a  position  to  test  this  point 
fairly  accurately  from  the  experimental  side.  It  would  appear  also  from  his  investigations  that  with 
care  isolation  can  also  take  place  in  the  house,  and  that  if  it  were  possible  (which  it  certainly  is  not) 
isolation  of  Measles  in  hospital  is  unnecessary. 

28.  Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  diminished  in  prevalence  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of 
cases  notified  was  1,768,  compared  with  1,927  and  1,824  in  the  two  previous  years.  In  my  last  Report 
I  called  attention  to  the  chart  annexed  to  it  showing  the  actual  number  of  cases  notified  in  each  week 
of  the  year,  and  I  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  42nd  week  the  maximum  number  of  cases 
was  recorded.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  same  result  is  to  be  found  this  year,  for  in  the  second  week 
in  October  (the  42nd  of  the  year)  69  cases  were  recorded,  and  in  the  previous  year  the  number  was  67, 
and  in  the  year  before  that  63.  It  is  very  interesting  as  showing,  at  all  events  in  the  area  of  the  County 
of  Warwick,  the  almost  exact  periodicity  of  the  disease,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  any  particular  reason 
that  in  almost  identically  the  same  week  the  cases  should  rise  regularly  to  a  maximum,  gradually 
falling,  with  intermissions,  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

29.  In  the  Urban  districts  the  disease  has  been  most  prevalent  in  Nuneaton,  Rugby  and  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  while  in  the  Rural  districts  the  greatest  prevalence  has  been  shown  in  Atherstone,  Rugby  and 
Tamworth.  The  fatality  of  the  disease  has  been  greatest  in  the  Urban  districts,  though  not  relative  to 
the  population,  while  the  number  of  cases  notified  has  also  been  slightly  greater  in  the  Urban  districts. 

30.  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — For  the  two  previous  years  I  was  able  to  report  a  con¬ 
tinual  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease,  and  I  regret  that  in  1904  there  has  been  a 
somewhat  marked  increase,  the'  number  of  deaths  being  67,  compared  with  42  and  45  in  the  two  previous 
years.  The  number  of  cases  also  has  been  higher,  422  being  notified  as  against  300  and  304  in  the 
two  previous  years.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  not  only  has  there  been  a  greater  mortality,  but  there 
has  been  a  greater  incidence. 

31.  In  the  Urban  districts,  Erdington  and  Rugby  show  the  largest  number  of  cases,  while  in  the  Rural 
districts  the  largest  number  of  cases  is  to  be  found  in  Foleshill  and  Rugby,  closely  followed  by  Solihull. 
When  we  look  at  the  mortality,  however,  in  the  Rural  districts,  we  find  that  it  was  greatest  in  Solihull, 
where  no  less  than  twelve  deaths  were  registered,  nearly  double  as  many  as  in  any  other  district.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  the  disease  was  very  virulent  in  type,  and  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  others,  the 
facts  have  been  fully  cited  in  the  summaries  of  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the 
districts. 


5 


32.  Whooping  Cough.— This  disease  was  comparatively  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  caused  nearly 
double  the  number  of  deaths  that  were  recorded  in  1903,  and  almost  exactly  the  same  total  as  in  1902. 
It  was  more  prevalent  in  the  Urban  than  in  the  Rural  districts,  as  is  nearly  always  the  case,  77  deaths 
occurring  in  the  former  and  36  in  the  latter.  I  have  before  pointed  out  that  it  is  par  excellence  the 
one  disease  of  early,  nay  almost  infant  life,  and  that  being  the  case,  epidemics  tend  to  recur  every  two 
or  three  years  as  more  young  children  are  born  and  reach  the  highest  degree  of  susceptibility. 

33.  The  large  increase  in  the  mortality  is  due  chiefly  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  Aston  Manor 
where  56  deaths  occurred.  I  have  quoted  fully  the  report  of  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

on  this  point. 

34.  It  is  a  very  difficult  disease  for  local  sanitary  authorities  to  deal  with,  owing  to  the  fact  that, 
particularly  in  Urban  districts,  it  is  difficult  to  isolate  the  patient,  and  in  this  way  infection  is  spread. 
Sufficient  care,  too,  is  not  taken  by  the  majority  of  parents  to  prevent  the  association  of  other  children 
-with  infected  ones,  because  I  am  sure  that  in  the  majority  of  instances  they  cannot  appreciate  that  the 
prevention  of  the  disease,  at  all  events  till  the  child  has  reached  five  years  of  age,  practically  means 
the  certainty  that,  even  if  it  contracts  it,  no  fatal  results  will  ensue. 

35.  Fever,  including  Typhoid  and  other  continued. — I  have  many  times  pointed  out  that  this  disease 
may  be  considered  the  one  most  important  index  of  the  hygienic  condition  of  a  particular  district, 
and  I  have  pointed  out  year  by  year  how  the  death-rate  from  Typhoid  Fever  has  been  gradually  falling 
as  sanitation  progressed  in  the  County  of  Warwick.  Low  water  mark  was  reached  in  the  year  1903, 
when  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  17.  This  year  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  is  27,  the  lowest 
number  recorded  for  many  years,  with  the  exception  of  1903  ;  but  if  the  number  of  deaths  from  the 
disease  has  increased,  the  number  of  cases  notified  has  decreased,  the  total  number  of  cases  reported 
being  139,  compared  with  175  in  the  previous  year. 

36.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  84  cases  in  the  Urban  districts,  no  less  than  50  occurred 
in  Aston  Manor,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  total.  In  the  Rural  districts,  the  largest  number  occurred 
at  Foleshill,  where  22  out  of  the  total  of  55  were  notified.  With  this  exception  in  no  case  did  the 
number  of  cases  exceed  10. 

37.  In  several  instances  this  year  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  of  the  danger  of  the  spread  of  Typhoid 
Fever  by  the  consumption  of  shellfish,  notably  oysters.  In  cases  into  which  I  personally  enquired  I 
found  what  I  believed  to  be  reliable  evidence  that  the  outbreaks  of  the  disease  were  due  to  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  infected  shell  fish.  As  I  have  before  pointed  out,  this  shows  how  important  it  is  for  all  oyster 
“  layings  ”  to  be  protected  from  possible  sources  of  pollution  with  human  sewage,  as  in  all  cases  I  think 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  Typhoid  Fever  is  produced  by  the  pollution  of  the  oyster  beds  with 
human  excreta. 

38.  Diarrhoea. — This  disease  also  shows  an  increased  fatality,  258  deaths  being  recorded  as  against 
167  in  the  previous  year.  This,  however,  is  almost  entirely,  as  regards  mortality,  a  climatic  disease. 
The  main  factor  in  its  production  is  warmth  in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  which  affects  organisms 
which  grow  and  develop  in  the  superficial  layers  of  the  soil.  Under  cleanly  conditions  it  would  appear 
that  no  great  harm  results,  but  when  the  soil  is  polluted,  especially  with  human  excreta,  then  it  would 
appear  that  conditions  are  produced  which  tend  to  make  this  disease  very  fatal  to  infant  life.  The  summer 
of  1904  was  a  warm,  dry  and  pleasant  one,  and  therefore  it  was  certain  that  epidemic  infantile  Diarrhoea 
would  be  somewhat  excessively  fatal. 

39.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  fatality  is  chiefly  shown  in  Aston  Manor,  where  no  less  than  141  deaths 
were  due  to  it.  The  only  other  Urban  district  which  had  a  marked  mortality  was  Nuneaton,  where 
30  deaths  were  registered. 

40.  In  the  Rural  districts,  Atherstone,  Foleshill  and  Rugby  were  the  only  ones  where  much  mortality 
was  observed.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  only  way  to  reduce  mortality  in  those  districts 
prone  to  suffer  from  it  is  to  increase  the  cleanliness  of  the  houses  and  their  surroundings.  The  propinquity 
of  middens  and  ashpits  to  houses,  the  soakage  of  the  soil  with  foul  matters  through  defective  pavement, 
the  keeping  of  animals  near  dwellings  in  a  dirty  state,  all  tend  to  increase  the  liability  to  heavy  bills 
of  mortality  from  this  disease  under  suitable  climatic  conditions  ;  but  while  this  is  the  case,  it  must 
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also  be  borne  in  mind  that  predisposition  to  the  disease  is  produced  by  the  ignorance  of  parents  in  feeding 
their  children,  and  not  only  in  feeding  their  children,  but  in  storing  food,  particularly  milk,  under 
conditions  which  are  inimical  to  its  safe  and  proper  keeping. 

41.  In  connection  with  this,  I  have  been  struck  in  the  reports  of  the  Women  Health  Visitors  by  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  many  of  the  pantries  and  other  places  used  for  storing  food.  One  of  the 
most  common  complaints  made  is  that  the  pantries  particularly  are  insufficiently  ventilated  and  lighted, 
and  receive  direct  ventilation,  when  they  do  get  it,  from  very  undesirable  places. 

42.  At  the  end  of  the  Report,  in  that  part  devoted  to  tabular  forms,  will  be  found  a  chart  showing 
the  number  of  cases  of  the  three  principal  Zymotic  diseases  notified  in  each  week  of  the  year. 

43.  Phthisis. — I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  mortality  from  this  disease  has  been  somewhat 
less  than  in  the  previous  year,  though  rather  higher  than  in  the  years  1901  and  1902.  Although 
something  is  being  done  by  the  Women  Health  Visitors  in  visiting  the  houses  of  people  where  one 
or  more  cases  of  Phthisis  or  Consumption  exists,  with  this  exception  little  is  being  done  generally  in 
the  County  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  the  disease.  Of  course  the  improvement  of  sanitary  surroundings 
has  done  much,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  decline  in  the  rate  of  Phthisis  throughout  the  country  since 
the  sanitary  era  commenced,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  sufficiently  understood  by  the  people,  particularly 
by  the  less  educated  classes,  that  it  is  an  infectious  disease,  and  that,  therefore,  if  it  is  to  be  stamped 
out  or  its  severity  mitigated,  it  can  only  be  done  by  taking  those  precautions  which  are  necessary  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

44.  When  the  Health  Visitors  in  their  inspections  find  a  house  in  which  there  is  a  Phthisical  patient 
a  printed  leaflet  is  given  and  the  various  points  on  it  explained,  by  which  I  hope  and  trust  good  is  being 
done.  Compared,  however,  with  the  number  of  cases  existing  in  the  County,  the  work  thus  being 
done,  even  by  the  augmented  staff  of  Health  Visitors,  is  comparatively  small. 

45.  In  Leamington  there  was  a  very  high  mortality,  no  less  than  26  deaths  being  registered,  while 
in  Aston  Manor  also  the  mortality  was  very  high.  In  every  Urban  district  with  the  exception  of 
Bulkington,  deaths  occurred,  while  in  the  Rural  districts  deaths  occurred  in  all  of  them  with  the  exception 
of  the  three  small  districts  of  Castle  Bromwich,  Coventry  and  Farnborough.  In  the  Rural  districts  the 
largest  mortality  was  shown  in  Atherstone,  Foleshill  and  Southam.  In  Southam,  with  a  population 
of  under  ten  thousand,  13  deaths  were  registered. 

46.  Probably  two  things  have  more  effect  on  the  spread  of  Consumption  than  anything  else,  namely 
Overcrowding,  and  the  habit  of  Spitting.  As  regards  Overcrowding,  it  will  be  noticed  that  in  Aston 
Manor,  which  shows  the  greatest  overcrowding  on  space,  that  is  the  largest  number  of  persons  per  acre 
in  the  County,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  of  late  years,  though  the  general  death-rate 
has  fallen,  there  has  practically  been  no  diminution  in  the  rate  from  Phthisis. 

47.  Spitting,  however,  in  enclosed  spaces,  is  one  of  the  causes  most  closely  associated  with  the  spread 
of  the  disease,  and  I  trust  that  the  cards  issued  by  your  Committee  last  year,  which  are  exhibited  in 
the  elementary  schools,  will  do  much  good  in  constantly  keeping  before  the  eyes  of  the  children  the  im¬ 
portant  fact  that  disease  and  death  may  be  produced  by  the  habit  of  spitting.  In  some  instances 
manufacturers  have  written  to  me  asking  me  to  supply  them  with  cards  for  their  factories,  and  I  have 
had  great  pleasure  in  doing  so,  and  1  trust  that  the  help  which,  when  the  bills  were  originated,  was 
afforded  by  the  police  in  seeing  that  they  were  exhibited  prominently  in  public  houses,  will  still  be  con¬ 
tinued,  for  experiments  in' the  way  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  dust  from  the  floors  of 
public  houses  in  London  has  shown  that  the  tubercule  bacilli  are  generally  to  be  found  in  countless 
numbers  in  such  places,  while  the  high  mortality  of  barmen  and  potmen  is  to  be  ascribed,  at  least  to 
a  large  extent,  to  the  existence  of  these  organisms  in  public  houses. 

48.  In  conclusion  I  trust  that  it  will  become  the  habit  of  all  the  District  Councils  to  offer  disinfection, 
by  their  officers,  of  all  houses  in  the  County  where  deaths  occur  from  the  disease.  This  is  being  done 
in  several  of  the  districts,  and  it  cannot  but  be  productive  of  good,  and  I  should  like  to  find  that  such 
disinfection  was  a  routine  practice. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

49.  During  the  year  1,336  deaths  were  registered  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  namely  877  in  the 
Urban  and  459  in  the  Rural  districts.  These  figures,  calculated  on  the  number  of  births  registered, 
give  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  133  per  thousand.  This  rate  is  rather  higher  than  in  the  two  previous 
years,  but  was  to  be  expected  owing  to  the  almost  certain  increase  which  would  take  place  from  Diarrhoeal 
diseases  in  consequence  of  the  hotter  summer. 

50.  In  the  Urban  districts,  the  highest  figure  is  seen  in  Aston  Manor,  where  the  terribly  high  one  of 
183  was  reached.  Erdington  appears  to  have  a  high  rate,  the  figure  for  this  district  being  176,  but, 
as  I  explained  last  year,  this  figure  does  not  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  infant  mortality,  because  a  large 
proportion  of  the  deaths  registered  in  the  District  are  at  the  Workhouse  in  children  born  there  (a  large 
proportion  of  them  being  illegitimate)  whose  parents  come  from  Birmingham,  Aston  Manor  and  Sutton 
Coldfield,  the  Workhouse  receiving  the  greater  number  of  its  inmates  from  that  portion  of  the  Aston 
parish  which  is  included  in  the  City  of  Birmingham.  Nuneaton  also  had  a  figure  of  145.  With  these 
exceptions,  the  rates  I  think  for  the  other  Urban  districts  may  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory. 

51.  In  the  Rural  districts  we  find  an  extraordinary  high  rate  in  the  little  district  of  Coventry,  the 
figure  being  285,  while  it  was  no  less  than  200  in  1903.  In  Atherstone  and  Foleshill  the  figures 
exceeded  150,  but  in  all  the  other  Rural  districts  they  were  fairly  satisfactory. 

52.  I  have  on  many  occasions  discussed  the  chief  causes  of  infant  mortality  and  I  need  only  say, 
therefore,  at  the  present  time,  as  it  has  been  conclusively  proved  that  the  mortality  is  due  firstly  to 
ignorance,  and  secondly  neglect,  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  will  materially  counteract  the  slaughter 

now  taking  place. 


A  Summary  of  Matters  influencing  the  Public  Health,  to  which  attention  is 

DIRECTED  IN  THE  REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 

53.  My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  who  with  great  regularity  have 
supplied  me  throughout  the  year  with  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  each  week, 
and  have  thus  enabled  me  to  issue  on  the  Tuesday  night  a  statistical  record  of  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  recorded  in  the  County  during  that  period. 

54.  I  think  it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  interest,  however,  if  vital  statistics  for  the  whole  of  the 
County  could  be  published  at  shorter  intervals  than  at  present,  in  other  words  that  a  report  on  the 
mortality  of  the  districts  of  the  County  as  a  whole  could  be  published  quarterly.  Difficulties  at  present 
exist  in  that  some  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  do  not  receive  returns  from  the  registrars  of  the 
births  and  deaths  occurring  till  the  close  of  the  year.  If  such  an  arrangement  could  be  made,  as  I  am 
convinced  it  should  in  the  interests  of  the  districts  themselves,  for  returns  to  be  received  at  more 
frequent  intervals,  with  the  courtesy  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  I  will  supply,  in  my  quarterly 
reports,  statistics  referring  to  the  County  mortality. 

ISOLATION  AND  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

55.  Though  I  cannot  chronicle  much  work  which  has  been  actually  completed  in  this  respect  during 
the  year,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  progress  has  undoubtedly  been  made,  and  that  with  one  or  two 
exceptions  matters  are  shaping  towards  proper  and  efficient  provision,  both  for  the  treatment  of  Small¬ 
pox,  and  some  other  infectious  diseases. 

56.  As  regards  Solihull  and  Meriden,  matters  remain  in  statu  quo,  with  the  exception  that  Meriden 
has  made  arrangements  with  the  City  of  Coventry  to  be  able  to  send  in  emergency  cases  to  the  Coventry 
Hospital ;  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  Yardley  blocked  the  way  of  the  two  authorities  uniting  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  general  hospital,  though  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  such  provision 
has  been  made  for  the  reception  of  patients  suffering  from  Smallpox. 
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57.  Last  year  I  could  report  that  the  Rugby  Urban  and  Rural  districts  and  the  Monks  Kirby  district 
had  erected  and  opened  a  joint  Smallpox  Hospital  for  that  area.  This  year  I  am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  report  that  an  agreement  has  been  entered  into,  and  a  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  has  been 
held  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  provisional  order  for  erecting,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  a  joint 
hospital  for  Scarlet  Fever  and  other  diseases.  The  enquiry  was  held  in  October,  and  at  the  time  I 
write  the  Order  has  been  made  and  awaits  the  approval  of  Parliament.  It  is  therefore  reasonable  to 
hope  that  in  a  comparatively  short  time  the  whole  of  this  important  area  will  be  equipped  with  ample 
and  modern  hospital  accommodation. 

58.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  record  the  actual  completion  of  the  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  for  Nuneaton 
Urban  and  Rural,  Bulkington,  Atherstone  and  Foleshill  districts,  but  difficulties  arose  as  to  the 
acquisition  of  a  suitable  site  ;  but  here  again  at  the  time  of  writing  a  Local  Government  Board  enquiry 
has  been  held,  at  which  I  represented  the  County  Council,  and  pointed  out  the  urgent  importance  of 
expediting  matters  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  only  accommodation  for  Smallpox  in  this  large  and 
populous  area  was  in  the  hospitals  provided  for  other  diseases,  which  whenever  an  epidemic  occurred 
had  to  be  emptied  and  disinfected  before  they  were  ready  to  receive  Smallpox  patients. 

59.  In  Atherstone  a  new  site  has  been  acquired  for  the  erection  of  a  Fever  Hospital,  and  definite 
arrangements  have  been  made  by  Bulkington  and  the  Nuneaton  Rural  districts  to  send  their  patients 
to  the  hospital  of  the  Nuneaton  Urban  district. 

60.  In  Foleshill,  too,  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  provision  of  a  new  and  up-to-date  infectious  hospital, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  a  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  has  been  held  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  loan  for  completing  the  hospital. 

61.  Improvements  have  taken  place  in  the  Tamworth  Hospital  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  some 
of  the  difficulties  to  which  I  referred  in  my  last  report.  Further  land  has  been  acquired  for  the  purpose 
of  the  necessary  extensions. 

62.  Only  one  important  district,  namely  Southam,  was  unprovided  for  at  the  end  of  the  year.  An 
enquiry  was  held  by  the  County  Council,  and  a  report  presented,  in  which  it  is  stated,  “  In  our  view 
the  views  expressed  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  paragraph  91  of  his  report  of  the  28th 
February,  1902,  have  been  shewn  to  be  correct.  We  consider  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  provide  a  number 
of  small  isolation  hospitals  throughout  the  County,  not  only  on  the  ground  that  it  is  more  expensive 
in  proportion  to  maintain  a  small  hospital  than  a  big  one,  but  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  possible 
that  a  small  hospital  should  be  so  efficient  as  a  larger  one.  We  are  therefore  strongly  of  opinion  that 
the  true  solution  of  the  question  of  the  way  in  which  proper  isolation  hospital  accommodation  for  the 
Southam  district  should  be  supplied  is  for  that  district  to  be  combined  with  the  Warwick  Hospital  district. 
We  recommend  : — That  a  special  deputation  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  should  be  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  Warwick  Joint  Hospital  Board  (or  a  Deputation  of  that  Board)  and  that  they  should 
endeavour  to  arrange  terms  for  such  a  combination,  or  terms  which  will  in  some  way  enable  the  Heathcote 
Isolation  Hospital  to  be  made  available  for  patients  from  the  Southam  Rural  District  suffering  from 
Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Smallpox.” 

63.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  difficulties,  financial  and  otherwise,  have  at  present  made  the 
completion  of  this  scheme  difficult.  At  first  the  Southam  District  Council  appeared  to  consider  it 
desirable  to  erect  a  small  hospital  of  their  own,  but  I  have  hopes  that  at  the  present  time  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  what  I  think  wiser  councils  will  prevail,  and  the  District  will  be  able  to  avail 
itself  of  the  excellent  accommodation  provided  by  the  Warwick  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

64.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  above  record  a  fairly  good  one.  Practically 

steps  have  been  taken,  or  are  being  taken,  by  means  of  which  every  district  will  have  good  accommo¬ 
dation  for  isolating  Smallpox  patients,  while  with  one  or  two  exceptions  matters  are  also  progressing 
satisfactorily  whereby  isolation  will  soon  be  available  for  Scarlet  Fever  and  diseases  other  than  Smallpox. 
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RIVER  POLLUTION. 

65.  In  no  department  of  the  County  work  has  more  progress  been  made  than  in  the  minimising  of 
the  pollution  of  the  rivers.  Shortly  it  may  be  said  that  the  two  chief  rivers  to  be  protected  are  the 
Avon  and  the  Tame,  another  being  the  Cole,  which  receives  the  effluent  from  the  important  district  of 
Yardley,  which  district,  however,  is  outside  the  County  boundary. 

66.  As  regards  the  Tame,  it  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  can  record  the  large  amount  of  work  being 
done  by  the  Tame  and  Rea  District  Drainage  Board,  which  has  to  deal  with  the  sewage  of  somewhere 
about  three-quarters  of  a  million  of  people.  The  whole  of  the  large  area  of  land  occupied  by  the  Works 
is  in  the  valley  of  the  Tame,  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  and  nothing  is  more  gratifying  at  the  present 
time  than  the  improvement  which  has  been  and  is  being  effected,  due  to  improved  methods  of  treating 
the  sewage  on  this  area.  Every  time  I  inspect  the  Works  I  see  how  the  present  system  of  land  treat¬ 
ment  is  being  improved,  but  what  is  more  important  also,  being  superseded  by  modern  bacteriological 
methods  of  purification.  Several  acres  of  filter  beds  have  been  constructed  during  the  year,  turning 
out  as  they  do  a  non-putrescible  effluent,  and  receiving  a  much  larger  quantity  of  sewage  than  could 
be  dealt  with  on  anything  like  the  same  area  of  land. 

67.  I  do  not  wish  to  convey  in  the  least  the  idea  that  the  Tame  is  now  in  a  satisfactory  condition, 
but  its  condition  is  much  improved.  It  is  not  the  serious  nuisance  it  was,  and  a  good  deal  of  what 
remains  is  due  to  causes  for  which  the  Tame  and  Rea  Drainage  Board  cannot  be  held  responsible. 
For  instance,  the  Tame  arrives  at  Saltley  from  Staffordshire,  and  before  it  comes  into  our  County,  it 
receives  the  more  or  less  treated  sewage  of  a  very  large  and  populous  area  of  the  Black  Country. 
Wednesbury,  Walsall,  West  Bromwich  in  Staffordshire,  Oldbury  in  Worcestershire,  to  say  nothing  of  one 
or  two  smaller  places,  all  discharge  their  sewage  effluents  into  the  Tame  at  the  time  when  it  is  a  com¬ 
paratively  small  stream,  and  therefore  the  less  fitted  to  deal  with  and  purify  large  bodies  of  sewage. 
The  difficulty  is  enhanced,  too,  by  the  fact  that  large  quantities  of  chemical  waste  from  chemical  and 
galvanizing  works  gain  access,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  put  on  record  that  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council,  after  negociations  lasting  a  considerable  time,  have  at  last  taken  action  and  obtained  an 
injunction  against  the  Oldbury  District  Council  to  prevent  further  pollution  from  this  source. 

68.  Again,  too,  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  very  large  amount  of  storm  water  from  the  streets  and 
yards  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  and  some  of  the  surrounding  districts  gains  access  to  the  River  in 
times  of  heavy  rain,  and  this  alone,  though  it  cannot  be  dealt  with  as  sewage  owing  to  its  enormous 
volume,  when  run  into  a  stream  of  the  size  of  the  Tame  must  always  have  a  prejudicial  effect  in  the 
way  of  producing  pollution. 

69.  As  regards  the  Avon,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  Coventry,  the  largest  potential  polluting 
area,  has  being  doing  good  work  throughout  the  year,  and  on  occasions  of  my  visits  I  have  found  the 
effluents  discharged  non-putrescible,  of  good  quality  and  practically  non-polluting. 

70.  Kenilworth,  which  discharges  its  sewage  into  the  Finham  Brook,  a  tributary  of  the  Avon,  has 
made  application  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  loan  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  new  works 
to  stop  the  pollution  which  I  have  previously  reported  on  as  being  serious,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
I  believe  that  the  plans,  though  there  have  been  some  difficulties  in  the  way,  have  been  officially 
approved,  and  the  works  will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 

71.  At  Bilton  also,  an  enquiry  has  been  held  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  for  purchasing  an  in¬ 
creased  area  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  better  effluent. 

72.  At  Stratford-on-Avon  an  enquiry  has  taken  place,  and  the  sum  of  £26,000  has  been  borrowed  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  new  works,  which  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  well  under  way. 

73.  Enquiries  have  also  taken  place  at  Foleshill  and  Bedwortli  for  loans  to  lay  down  sewage  works 
and  works  of  sewerage  for  the  improvements  of  effluents  running  from  here.  The  works  at  Foleshill 
are  well  towards  completion,  and  will  be  opened  during  the  present  year,  and  I  have  hopes  that  the 
same  may  shortly  be  said  of  the  Bedworth  works. 
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74.  At  Kineton,  too,  an  enquiry  has  been  held  for  a  loan  for  the  purpose  of  partly  re-sewering  and  the 
construction  of  new  sewage  works  to  abate  the  pollution  of  the  small  stream  which  finally  runs  into 
the  Avon,  while  steps  have  also  been  taken  and  a  scheme  approved  for  the  two  Wellesbournes,  which  will 
abate  the  pollution  of  the  tributary  of  the  Avon  to  which  I  have  previously  called  attention. 

75.  An  enquiry  has  also  been  held  at  Yardley  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing  a  sum  of  money  exceeding 
£100,000  for  the  construction  of  new  works  to  abate  the  pollution  of  the  Cole,  and  the  works  are  now 
in  progress.  This  will  effect  a  much-needed  improvement,  and  one  for  which  I  have  long  called. 

76.  At  Polesworth  plans  have  at  last  been  adopted  for  works  to  prevent  the  present  gross  pollution 
of  the  Anker  by  that  township.  I  have  approved  of  the  preliminary  plans  submitted,  and  I  trust  that 
as  a  further  extension  of  time  is  to  my  mind  unnecessary,  measures  will  be  taken  to  carry  out  this 
very  necessary  work. 

77.  I  have  paid  many  visits  to  the  sewage  works  at  Nuneaton,  and  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record 
that  they  continually  and  consistently  turn  out  an  effluent  which  has  relieved  the  River  Anker  from 
the  pollution  which  was  so  great  a  scandal  and  source  of  annoyance  years  ago.  I  may  add  that  the 
excellent  results  achieved  when  your  Committee  visited  the  Works  are  still  maintained,  and  at  the  same 
time  I  can  report  that  at  the  present  time  further  experiments  are  being  carried  out  with  the  idea  of 
still  further  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Works. 

78.  During  the  year  I  also  inspected  the  Solihull  Sewage  Works,  and  found  the  effluent  quite  satisfactory. 

79.  I  also  visited  the  Warwick  Sewage  Farm,  and  reported  that  although  no  very  serious  pollution  was 
taking  place,  yet  that  the  effluent  produced  could  not  be  considered  satisfactory.  It  was  liable  to  putres¬ 
cence,  particularly  at  times,  and  I  suggested  that  more  care  should  be  given  to  the  treatment  of 
the  sewage  and  less  to  farming  operations  than  apparently  was  the  case.  I  think  it  not  unlikely  that 
in  the  future  something  further  will  be  required  than  the  simple  irrigation  which  now  takes  place. 
This,  however,  I  shall  report  upon  in  due  course. 

80.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  great  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  important  County  Council  function — 
the  prevention  of  river  pollution — and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  on  the  whole,  thanks  to  an  appreciation 
of  their  responsibilities  by  the  District  Councils,  my  visits  have  been  received  in  a  way,  which,  while 
it  has  been  pleasant  to  me,  has  redounded  to  the  good  of  the  district  in  particular  and  of  the  County 
in  general  by  the  marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  our  rivers  which  has  resulted  and  is  resulting. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

81.  I  find  that  during  the  year  51  schools  were  closed  in  the  Administrative  County  on  account  of 
the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  namely,  20  for  Measles,  15  for  Scarlet  Fever,  7  for  Whooping  Cough, 
5  for  Diphtheria,  1  for  Smallpox,  1  for  Influenza,  1  for  Mumps,  and  1  for  Chickenpox,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  nearly  half  the  closures  were  due  to  Measles.  A  consideration  of  these  facts  cannot  but 
suggest  how  closely  associated  is  school  attendance  with  the  public  well-being,  in  a  sanitary  sense. 

82.  In  connection  with  this  matter,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  since  I  called  attention 
to  the  matter  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  more  has  been  done  to  disinfect  schools  after  they  have  been 
closed,  and  it  would  seem  that  satisfactory  arrangements  have  now  generally  been  made  between  the 
Education  Committee  on  the  one  hand  and  the  local  authorities  on  the  other. 

83.  In  more  than  one  report  attention  is  called  to  the  effect  which  attendance  at  infant  schools  has 
upon  infant  life  and  health,  and  it  would  seem  that  this  is  a  good  opportunity  to  put  before  you  my 
views  on  the  matter.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  less  capable  among 
the  poorer  classes  the  opportunity  of  sending  children  at  what  I  may  term  “  nursery  ”  age  to  school 
is  much  taken  advantage  of.  It  may  be  urged,  and  has  been  urged  that  good  must  result  in  removing 
infants  from  squalid  surroundings  and  letting  them  have  the  advantage  of  even  a  modified  early  training 
coupled  with  more  or  less  disciplinary  control.  Against  this  proposition  I  would  not  say  a  word,  but 
the  whole  matter  is  not  comprised  within  this  statement.  From  the  figures  I  have  quoted,  it  will  be 
seen  that  more  than  half  the  schools  of  the  County  closed  were  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough. 
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84.  On  careful  analysis  of  the  ages  at  which  death  takes  place,  I  find,  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact, 
that  practically  all  the  mortality  from  these  two  diseases  occurred  in  children  under  school  age,  that 
is,  under  five  years  of  age.  On  referring  to  the  authorities  on  the  matter,  it  will  be  found  that  it  is 
stated  that  60%  of  the  deaths  from  Measles  occur  during  the  first  two  years  of  age,  75%  in  the  first  three, 
and  upwards  of  90%  under  five,  while  as  regards  Whooping  Cough  it  is  stated  that  40%  occur  in 
the  first  year,  75%  under  two  years  of  age,  and  96%  under  five  years.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that 
children  attending  infant  schools  are,  as  regards  these  two  diseases,  present  at  a  time  when  infection  is 
most  readily  acquired,  and  also  at  a  time  of  life  when,  if  it  be  acquired,  the  diseases  are  most  fatal, 
and  looking  at  it,  therefore,  from  the  public  health  point  of  view  alone,  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  infant  school,  as  it  at  present  exists,  is  undoubtedly  inimical  to  life  and  health. 

85.  This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  even  the  kindergarten  type  of  education  of  very  young  brains, 
but  if  it  be  felt  desirable  in  the  public  interest  to  take  charge  of  infants  for  their  own  protection,  then 
the  establishment  of  creches  where  children  could  be  received  with  a  view  to  their  improved  physical 
development  and  where  there  would  be  machinery  to  see  that,  as  far  as  possible,  they  were  protected 
from  the  introduction  of  infection  from  without,  should  be  considered. 


VACCINATION. 

86.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  I  have  received  vaccination  returns  from  all  but  four  districts,  made 
out  for  the  twelve  months  ending  30th  June,  1904.  As  I  explained  last  year,  it  is  impossible  to  get 
a  complete  vaccination  return  made  out  to  the  end  of  the  year,  because  it  does  not  allow  for  the  vac¬ 
cination  of  the  children  born  in  the  last  six  months,  the  statutory  time  not  having  expired.  On  the 
whole  I  consider  the  figures  fairly  satisfactory,  as  it  shows  that  the  percentage  of  those  successfully  vac¬ 
cinated  during  the  period  was  72.  In  addition  to  this  10%  of  the  children  died  before  vaccination, 
while  6'8%  of  the  cases  remained  unvaccinated  on  account  of  certificates  of  conscientious  objection  being 
obtained  by  their  parents.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  cases  were  not  to  be  found,  while  the  total 
number  out  of  7,803  remaining  unvaccinated  at  the  date  of  the  return  was  305,  of  which  234  were  in 
the  districts  of  Aston  Manor  and  Nuneaton  Urban. 

87.  Looking  at  the  districts  individually,  it  will  be  noted  that  in  Erdington,  Sutton  Coldfield  and  Castle 
Bromwich  the  vaccination  was  very  efficient.  The  same  remark  applies  to  Kenilworth  and  the  Borough 
of  Stratford.  In  Foleshill,  also,  the  results  are  very  satisfactory,  as  they  were  in  most  of  the  Rural 

districts. 

88.  In  the  case  of  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton,  however,  I  regret  to  still  discover  that  a  large  number 
of  children  are  not  being  vaccinated,  no  less  than  327  certificates  of  conscientious  objection  having  been 
obtained,  or  nearly  one-third  of  the  total  births.  In  Foleshill,  too,  61  such  certificates  were  obtained, 
but  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  no  other  district  of  the  County  has  a  serious  number  of 
such  certificates  been  granted. 

89.  In  Nuneaton  Rural,  where  the  only  sharp  epidemic  of  Smallpox  occurred,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  only  two  certificates  of  this  nature  were  obtained  during  the  year. 

90.  As  we  have  not  had  a  serious  epidemic  of  this  disease  during  the  year,  the  lessons  pointed  out  by 
Vaccination  are  not  particularly  marked,  but  in  the  small  epidemic  in  the  Nuneaton  Rural  district  it  is 
interesting  to  be  able  to  point  out  that  all  the  cases  of  Smallpox  under  ten  years  of  age  were  in  un¬ 
vaccinated  children,  or  in  other  wrnrds  that  no  vaccinated  person  under  ten  years  of  age  contracted  the 
disease.  This  conclusively  proves,  were  further  proof  necessary,  that  primary  vaccination,  though 
not  giving  protection  throughout  the  whole  of  life  gives  perfect  protection  for  some  years  after  the  operation 
is  performed,  and  that  if  re-vaccination  were  made  compulsory,  as  it  is  in  Germany,  we,  as  a  nation, 
should  be  spared  the  misery  and  anxiety  caused  by  the  frequent  outbreaks  of  Smallpox,  and  be  enabled 
to  save  the  present  large  amount  of  money  expended  upon  hospitals,  which  might  be  devoted  to  the 
furthering  of  sanitation  and  the  saving  of  life. 
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SCAVENGING. 

91.  I  have  so  frequently  written  on  the  matter  of  the  removal  of  waste  matters  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  dwelling  that  I  do  not  propose  to  deal  at  any  length  with  the  subject  now,  but  1  am  very  pleased 
to  be  able  to  report  that  the  question  of  the  improvement  of  Scavenging  is  receiving  more  attention. 
In  Erdington  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  calls  attention  to  the  improvement  of  Scavenging  now 
effected  by  the  substitution  to  a  large  extent  of  small  iron  receptacles  for  the  old  midden  ashpits, 
and  the  regular  proceeding  of  the  removal  weekly  of  household  refuse.  At  Kenilworth  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  approves  of  a  report  from  the  Surveyor  in  which  he  says,  “  I  also  fully  endorse  his  recom¬ 
mendation  that  where  water  closets  are  provided,  moveable  dust  bins  should  take  the  place  of  the  numerous 
large  ashpits  which  still  exist  and  are  liable  to  become  more  or  less  unhealthy,  because  they  permit 
of  large  accumulations  of  house  refuse.”  In  Nuneaton  also  the  matter  is  referred  to  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  states  that  the  filthy  habit  of  putting  house  refuse  on  the  surface  of  the  road 
before  removal  has  been  given  up,  but  states  that  in  the  case  of  the  ashpits  and  privies  the  process 
still  continues  though  disinfection  of  the  surface  of  the  road  is  carried  out.  In  Alcester  the  matter 
is  also  referred  to,  while  the  subject  also  appears  in  the  report  of  the  Surveyor  to  the  Atherstone  Rural 
District,  in  which  he  says,  “  Owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  night  soil,  house  refuse,  &c., 
has  been  removed  in  the  past,  the  Council  in  May  last  instituted  a  system  of  Scavenging.  The  whole 
parish  of  Polesworth  has  been  divided  into  ten  districts,  with  a  separate  contractor  for  each,  who  is 
responsible  for  the  proper  emptying  and  cleansing  of  all  ashpits,  privies,  &c.,  and  for  disinfecting  them 
after  emptying.  This  system  has  worked  satisfactorily  up  to  the  present,  but  it  would  be  better  if 
in  future  the  contents  of  ashpits,  &c.,  were  conveyed  directly  from  the  ashpits  to  the  contractors’ 
vehicles  and  were  not  allowed  to  be  placed  on  the  roads.” 

92.  I  consider  at  the  present  time  one  of  the  greatest  nuisances  in  connection  with  the  removal  of 
refuse  is  the  point  referred  to  above,  namely  the  depositing  of  the  matter  on  the  road  in  the  process 
of  removal.  I  have  before  pointed  out  that  not  only  is  such  dust  blown  about  by  the  wind,  but  it 
is  scratched  about  by  dogs,  and  no  effort  on  the  part  of  the  men  engaged  in  the  work  can  leave  the 
surface  of  the  road  reasonably  clean  and  sanitary.  I  again,  therefore,  call  attention  to  the  matter  in 
the  hope  that  something  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  preventing  this  pollution  of  the  road  surface.  It 
certainly  would  appear  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  that  arrangements  could  be  effected  by 
which  direct  transference  from  the  receptacles  to  the  removing  cart  could  be  carried  out. 

PRINTING  OF  ANNUAL  REPORTS. 

93.  I  am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  all  the  reports,  with  the  exception  of  one,  namely  for 
the  Rural  District  of  Farnborough,  were  sent  in  in  printed  form,  and  I  would  appeal  to  the  Farnborough 
Rural  District  Council  to  fall  into  line  with  the  other  districts  of  the  County  in  issuing  a  report  to  the 
public  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  their  district.  It  is  calculated  to  create  a  public  opinion  by  en¬ 
lightening  the  ratepayers  as  to  what  is  done  to  preserve  their  health  and  improve  their  comfort. 

INSPECTORS’  REPORTS. 

94.  In  only  three  instances  are  tabular  returns  of  Inspectors’  work  lacking  in  the  year  1904,  namely 
in  the  case  of  Bulkington  Urban  and  Farnborough  and  Nuneaton  Rural.  I  have  made  application 
for  these,  but  have  been  unable  to  obtain  them,  and  in  consequence  there  is  apparently  no  record  of 
whether  in  these  districts  the  inspector’s  functions  have  been  carried  out  efficiently  or  otherwise. 

BYE-LAWS. 

95.  Nothing  is  said  this  year  as  to  the  necessity  of  bye-laws  regulating  building  and  other  matters  in 
the  districts.  Last  year  I  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Nuneaton  Rural  District  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Arley  as  a  colliery  centre  will  entirely  alter  the  character  of  this  part  of  the  district,  which  so 
far  has  been  purely  rural,  and  renders  the  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  building  bye-laws  by  the  Council 
imperative.  I  believe  that  although  the  matter  is  said  to  have  been  under  consideration  nothing  has 
been  done,  and  I  would  urge,  therefore,  that  steps  be  taken  to  further  this  matter. 
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96.  A  good  deal  has  been  written  during  the  year  as  to  the  character  of  Building  Bye-laws  in  Rural 
districts,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  much  may  be  said  against  any  iron-bound  code  which 
is  applicable  to  every  variety  of  district.  I  quite  agree  that  more  elasticity  is  required,  but  I  also  desire 
to  emphasize  the  importance  of  certain  requirements  being  maintained,  so  that  the  rudiments  of  sanitation 
in  property  should  not  be  neglected.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  of  our  more  populous 
centres  at  the  present  time  are  suffering  to  a  considerable  extent  owing  to  the  fact  that  owners  in  the 
past  built  dwellings  regardless  of  any  sanitary  considerations,  and  the  difficulty  is  to  find  a  remedy  for 
such  matters  in  buildings  which  are  not  so  dilapidated  as  to  be  injurious  to  health.  With  this  object 
lesson  before  our  eyes,  therefore,  it  is  very  desirable  that  such  conditions  should  be  prevented  in  the 
future. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

97.  The  reports  all  show  that  in  nearly  every  district  a  good  deal  of  attention  has  been  given  to  this 
matter.  In  many  of  the  more  populous  centres,  both  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts,  public  supplies 
are  now  available,  and  are  being  made  increasingly  available.  More  attention  is  also  given  not  only 
to  the  quantity  but  the  quality  of  supplies  from  wells  where  such  are  the  only  means  of  supply,  and  a 
perusal  of  the  summaries  of  the  reports  will  show  what  is  being  done  in  this  matter. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

98.  This  subject  is  referred  to  by  two  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  namely  by  Mr.  F.  H. 
May,  of  Aston  Manor,  who  says,  “  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  arrangement  for  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  secretions  from  the  throats  of  persons  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  Diphtheria, 
has  been  made  more  use  of  than  during  any  year  since  its  inauguration  in  1899,  although  the  number 
of  cases  of  Diphtheria  has  been  less.”  Mr.  Browne,  of  Alcester  Rural,  says,  “  Examinations  for  the 
Diphtheria  bacilli  have  'been  made  in  26  cases  by  the  County  Bacteriologist  during  the  year.” 

99.  The  matter,  of  course,  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  sanitary  authorities  to  any  great  extent,  but 
in  the  hands  of  the  medical  profession,  and  it  might  be  considered  advisable  to  again  call  the  attention 
of  practitioners  in  the  County  to  the  fact  that  means  are  provided  in  certain  instances  by  means  of 
which  confirmatory  aids  to  their  diagnosis  are  available  in  the  case  both  of  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

100.  Last  year  I  recorded  what  was  then  a  new  departure  in  the  appointment  of  a  woman  Health 
Visitor  for  the  County.  So  successful  was  the  appointment,  and  so  much  satisfaction  was  given  by  the 
appointment  of  Miss  Lowe,  that  in  the  month  of  March  a  second  Health  Visitor,  Miss  A.  Mackenzie,  was 
appointed,  so  that  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  two  County  Health  Visitors  were  working  in 

different  districts. 

101.  Miss  Lowe  during  the  year  worked  in  the  districts  of  Atherstone,  Erdington,  Alcester  and  Stratford. 
Miss  Mackenzie  carried  on  work  at  Bedworth,  Leamington  and  Tamworth.  In  all  districts 
they  both  found  much  to  do,  and  their  reports,  which  I  have  handed  in  to  you  quarterly,  have  been 
interesting  reading  of  what  may  be  done  to  aid  the  more  helpless  of  the  poorer  class  of  residents. 
Not  only  are  they  enabled,  by  their  knowledge  and  experience  to  show  mothers  the  proper  methods  of 
feeding  their  children  and  in  this  way  do  something  in  the  crusade  against  infant  mortality,  but  they 
ingratiate  themselves  into  the  houses,  and  may  be  said  to  act,  in  the  very  best  sense,  as  missioners  of 
sanitation. 

102.  In  tabular  form  there  appears  in  the  appendix  a  resume  of  the  work  they  have  accomplished, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  they  have  been  instrumental  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  sanitary  staffs  of 
the  districts  to  matters  requiring  urgent  attention,  both  as  regards  the  cleanliness  of  the  dwelling, 
and  also  in  many  instances  to  structural  defects.  The  work  is  difficult  and  irksome.  It  requires  not 
only  knowledge  but  tact,  and  I  am  particularly  gratified  that  so  much  good  has  been  done  without 
producing  any  friction  or  heart-burning,  which  I  know  has  been  suggested  as  possible. 
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103.  One  very  gratifying  feature  of  the  Health  Visitors’  work  has  been  a  development  in  the  way  of  them 
giving  simple  elementary  talks  on  Hygiene  at  the  schools.  Both  Miss  Lowe  and  Miss  Mackenzie  have 
been  very  active  in  this  respect,  and  school  teachers  have  expressed  to  me  their  approval  very  strongly 
of  such  teaching.  I  have  been  much  struck  by  some  of  the  papers  which  have  been  written  by  children 
from  eleven  to  thirteen  years  of  age  on  what  they  have  heard,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  good 
must  result  from  such  talks,  as  each  child  becomes  imbued  with  knowledge  which  is  spread  to  others 
in  its  house,  as  regards  the  value  of  fresh  air  and  cleanliness,  and  the  minimising  of  the  spread  of  infection 
when  it  happens  to  be  present. 


METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

104.  I  am  able  this  year  to  append  to  the  Report  tables  of  Meteorological  Observations  taken  in  two 
different  portions  of  the  County,  namely  Sutton  Coldfield  and  Leamington.  The  report  from  Sutton 
Coldfield  is  a  very  complete  one,  giving  not  only  temperature  and  rainfall,  but  hours  of  bright  sun¬ 
shine  as  well.  This  table  I  was  able  to  give  last  year,  and  we  can,  therefore,  by  comparing  one  with  the 
other,  see  the  general  climatic  conditions  which  occurred  in  1904  compared  with  1903.  The  rainfall 
last  year  was  very  much  reduced,  being  only  21-4  inches  as  against  32‘4  in  1903.  The  mean  temperature 
of  the  year  was  47'4,  or  half  a  degree  lower  than  in  1903,  but  above  that  of  1902.  As  regards  sun¬ 
shine  the  total  in  1904  was  1,429  h.  31  min.,  as  compared  with  1,266  h.  38  min.  in  1903. 

105.  As  the  chief  increases  of  sunshine  occurred  in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  notably  in  August, 
we  get  a  very  good  insight  into  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  increased  Zymotic  mortality,  because,  as 
I  have  stated,  infantile  Diarrhoea  is  very  largely  associated  with  summer  heat.  It  is  somewhat  a 
melancholy .  fact,  therefore,  to  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  a  pleasant  bright  summer  can  never,  at  all  events 
under  present  conditions,  be  considered  so  healthy  from  the  mortality  point  of  view  as  one  in  which  the 
meteorological  conditions  are  less  pleasant. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

106.  This  Act,  for  regulating  and  controlling  the  work  of  midwives,  was  put  into  operation  for  the  first 
time  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  last  year,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  state  that  it  has  entailed  a 
very  large  amount  of  work.  The  Act  requires  generally  the  registration  of  Midwives,  and  makes  demands 
on  County  Councils  for  the  supervision  of  their  kit  and  their  practice,  and  also  for  the  keeping  of  registers 
of  their  work  in  proper  form.  The  Central  Midwives  Board,  appointed  by  the  Act  to  have  executive 
control,  have  formulated  a  series  of  rules  under  Section  3  (1)  of  the  Act.  These  necessitate  the 
periodic  visiting  and  inspection  of  Midwives,  and  possibly  also  enquiries  as  to  improper  conduct,  and 
the  cause  of  certain  diseases,  such  as  Puerperal  Fever. 

107.  In  a  Report  which  I  made  to  the  Midwives  Act  Sub-Committee  I  suggested  that  the  work  should 
be  done  by  the  Health  Visitors  for  many  reasons.  First  of  all  I  consider  it  is  work  which  should  be 
largely  done  by  women.  Secondly,  the  Health  Visitors  are  at  work  among  the  women  who  chiefly 
employ  midwives,  and  providing  that  the  staff  of  Health  Visitors  is  sufficient,  the  inspection  of  their 
kit  and  of  their  work  can  be  made  while  they  are  engaged  in  their  ordinary  work,  and  the  very  large 
amount  of  work  of  travelling  over  a  County  area  can  be  minimised  in  this  way. 

108.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that,  acting  on  these  views,  arrangements  have  been  made 
since  the  close  of  the  year  by  means  of  which  the  staff  of  Health  Visitors  has  been  augmented,  and  at  the 
present  time  further  inspection  and  supervision  is  being  carried  out. 

109.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  125  midwives  had  been  registered  and  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
in  the  County  area,  and  of  these  118  have  been  visited.  8  were  illiterate,  94  had  had  no  training  in 
the  work  and  claimed  registration  as  having  been  in  bona  fide  practice  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
in  fact,  only  21  per  cent,  of  those  registered  had  had  any  training.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Act  will  be  of  great  value  in  regulating  the  practice  of  Midwives,  and  ought  to  do  something  still  further 
to  decrease  the  mortality  of  childbirth,  and,  what  is  more  important,  to  limit  considerably  outbreaks 
of  Puerperal  Fever. 
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SPECIAL  DEATH-RATES. 

110.  As  in  previous  years  I  give  below  a  summary  of  the  death-rates  of  the  County  from  the  three 
principal  Zymotic  diseases,  namely  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Diphtheria.  The  following  are 
the  figures  for  the  sixteen  years  during  which  I  have  summarised  the  reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers 

of  Health. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

1889. 

012 

0T2 

010 

1890. 

0-07 

0-07 

0-13 

1891. 

0T3 

0-08 

0-20 

1892. 

0T0 

0-08 

0-07 

1893. 

0'19 

012 

005 

1894. 

0-05 

0-08 

0-05 

1895. 

0-06 

0'19 

0-09 

1896. 

0T1 

0-25 

0-18 

1897. 

0-09 

0T1 

0T2 

1898. 

0-13 

0T0 

0-07 

1899. 

0-25 

0T5 

0-08 

1900. 

0-22 

0-14 

0-04 

1901. 

0T3 

016 

Oil 

1902. 

0-09 

0-12 

0T5 

1903. 

0-04 

O'll 

0-12 

1904. 

0-07 

0-18 

0T0 

111.  It  will  be  observed  that  while  the  rate  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  fractionally  below  that  of  the  previous 
three  years,  Typhoid  Fever  is  lower  than  with  one  exception  in  any  of  the  last  nine  years.  It  is  im¬ 
possible,  of  course,  in  a  large  area  like  the  County,  that  one  can  with  so  much  varied  sanitation  from  year 
to  year  progressively  find  all  rates  lower,  but  looking  at  the  weather  conditions,  the  associations  of 
Typhoid  Fever  with  Diarrhoeal  disease,  and  the  fact  that  1904  was  a  year  in  which  this  type  of  disease 
was  prevalent,  I  think  that  the  rates  can  be  looked  upon  as  gratifying  on  the  whole. 

CONCLUSION. 

112.  Year  by  year,  as  I  summarise  the  reports,  and,  what  is  perhaps  more  important,  observe  the  con¬ 
ditions  existing  in  the  various  districts,  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion  of  the  constantly  advancing 
state  of  public  health  in  the  County,  and  I  believe  that  our  new  departure  of  taking  hygiene  to  the 
home  through  the  agency  of  women  Health  Visitors  will  supplement  the  work  of  the  District  Councils 
in  just  the  way  which  is  required,  and  consolidate  and  further  carry  on  the  good  work  in  which  they 
are  all  engaged. 

113.  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  I  have  received  from  the  district 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  other  officers  of  the  Councils.  No  friction  occurred  throughout  the  year, 
and  to  them  I  feel  must  be  ascribed  the  credit  of  this,  being  ready,  as  they  were  on  all  occasions,  to 
join  in  furthering  the  interests  of  the  County  as  a  whole. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS 

OF  HEALTH. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

ASTON  MANOR. 

114.  Mr.  F.  H.  May,  in  presenting  his  report,  says  that  the  past  year  has  been  particularly  unevent¬ 
ful,  and  with  the  exception  of  an  increased  infantile  Diarrhceal  summer  mortality  and  of  Whooping  Cough, 
it  has  been  a  fairly  healthy  one.  He  says,  “  This  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  less  infectious  disease 
has  been  notified  than  in  any  other  year  since  the  Notification  Act  came  into  force  in  1890,  and  that 
the  number  of  deaths,  except  from  the  two  diseases  previously  mentioned,  has  been  comparatively  low, 
the  death-rate  for  the  Borough  being  15'8.  This  figure  is  one  per  thousand  higher  than  last  year, 
though  it  is  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  He  records  that  the  birth-rate  was  slightly 
higher  than  that  for  1903,  although  it  was  3'1  below  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  Still,  it 
compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  27'9,  and  was  exactly  the  same  as 
the  birth-rate  of  the  seventy-six  great  towns. 

115.  An  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  Report  is  the  high  rate  of  Infant  Mortality.  The  total  number  of 
deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  438,  which  exceeded  by  64  the  number  of  such  deaths  in  1903, 
and  by  16  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  Referring  to  this,  Mr.  F.  H.  May  says,  “  The  subject 
of  infantile  mortality  has  been  engaging  the  serious  attention  of  many  sanitary  authorities  recently.  A 
certain  proportion  of  infant  deaths  must  always  remain  inevitable,  as  for  instance  those  due  to  such 
causes  as  premature  birth,  malformations  and  defects  at  birth,  and  inherited  constitutional  weaknesses. 
Many  deaths  among  infants,  however,  are  due  to  causes  more  or  less  preventable,  and  much  remains 
to  be  done  by  municipalities  and  by  parents  individually  'before  the  mortality  among  infants  becomes 
irreducible.  Deprivation  of  breast  milk,  and  the  improper  feeding  which  is  a  consequence  (including 
feeding  from  dirty  vessels  or  with  unsuitable  food)  are  factors  which  contribute  largely  to  the  heavy  death- 
rate  among  infants.  The  very  careless  manner  in  which  milk  and  other  foods  are  left  uncovered  in  many 
homes,  especially  among  the  poorer  classes,  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  dirt,  dust,  germs,  and  to  flies  and 
other  contamination,  is  almost  incredible,  and  this,  together  with  personal  and  general  uncleanliness, 
also  contributes  its  quota  to  the  avoidable  sacrifice  of  infant  life.  Especially  is  this  the  case  as 
regards  diarrhoeal  mortality,  milk  being  a  medium  by  which  germs  are  conveyed  and  cultivated,  particularly 
in  the  heat  of  summer. 

“  It  is  customary  in  many  towns  to  arrange  for  the  distribution  to  parents  of  leaflets,  whenever  a 
birth  is  registered,  giving  advice  and  recommendations  re  infant  feeding,  and  the  desirability  of  doing  so  in 
Aston  Manor  was  under  the  consideration  of  your  Health  Committee  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Further, 
now  that  the  education  authorities  are  so  closely  allied  with  the  sanitary  authorities  it  should  be  practicable 
to  arrange  for  some  education  in  the  higher  standards  of  public  elementary  schools  or  continuation 
classes  on  the  importance  of  personal  cleanliness  and  in  the  elementary  laws  of  public  health,  and  for  some 
instruction  to  the  older  girls  in  the  schools  (possibly  by  means  of  classes  conducted  by  a  female  health 
visitor)  in  regard  to  the  feeding  of  infants.” 

116.  As  regards  Infectious  Diseases,  it  was  very  gratifying  to  note  that  the  number  of  cases  notified, 
namely  356,  was  the  smallest  number  received  in  any  year  since  1890,  but  although  there  was  a  marked 
diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  Whooping  Cough  was  extremely  fatal.  Mr.  May 
says,  “  The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  Whooping  Cough  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  56,  of 
which  40  occurred  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  This  number  of  deaths  is  the  highest  recorded 
from  this  disease  for  at  least  18  years.  With  three  exceptions,  these  deaths  occurred  in  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  On  the  other  hand,  although  Measles  was  increasedly  prevalent  as  already  stated, 
the  number  of  deaths  recorded  therefrom  was  only  16,  being  with  one  exception  (viz.,  1899,  when  11  deaths 
were  recorded),  the  lowest  number  of  deaths  from  that  disease  since  1893,  indicating  a  milder  type  of  the 
disease  than  has  prevailed  in  previous  years.  All  the  16  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  five  months  of  the 
year,  and  with  one  exception  they  occurred  in  children  under  five  years  of  a^e. 
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“  The  fact  that  the  fatality  of  these  diseases  is  practically  limited  to  children  under  five  years  old 
suggests  the  inadvisability  of  infants  being  allowed  to  attend  school  before  they  reach  that  age,  which 
is  the  age  at  which  attendance  at  school  becomes  compulsory.  In  towns  like  Aston  Manor,  composed 
chiefly  of  artizan  dwellings,  these  young  children  are  frequently  sent  to  school  because  the  mothers,  who 
sometimes  have  to  go  out  to  work,  are  thus  relieved  of  their  care  for  some  part  of  the  day.  The  later 
the  age  at  which  these  diseases  are  contracted  the  less  likely  are  they  to  prove  fatal,  and  as  they  are 
more  or  less  endemic  among  large  numbers  of  children  such  as  attend  our  public  elementary  schools, 
the  wisdom  of  sending  children  to  school  at  an  earlier  age  than  the  law  demands  is  in  my  opinion 
questionable. 

“  In  my  last  annual  report  I  commented  on  the  unconcern  displayed  by  many  parents  regarding 
Measles,  and  submit  below  a  table  then  introduced  comparing  the  number  of  deaths  from  that  disease 
with  those  from  Scarlet  Fever,  which  latter  complaint  is  generally  regarded  much  more  seriously  than  the 
former.  The  increased  mortality  during  1904  from  Whooping  Cough  having  been  dealt  with,  I  take  the 
opportunity  afforded  by  this  table  to  show  the  number  of  deaths  from  that  disease  during  each  of  the 
past  ten  years,  this  disease  also  being  far  too  lightly  regarded  by  many  parents.” 


DEATHS 

FROM 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Total. 

Measles 

18 

20 

71 

27 

11 

32 

29 

24 

25 

16 

273 

*  Scarlet  Fever 

11 

22 

14 

4 

2 

7 

15 

18 

19 

7 

119 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

42 

50 

11 

31 

36 

28 

47 

21 

56 

357 

*  Includes  Aston  Manor  deaths  in  Hospital. 


“  From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  notwithstanding  the  mildness  of  the  type  above  referred 
to,  the  number  of  deaths  from  Measles  during  the  year  is  more  than  double  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  this  relative  proportion  holds  good  in  regard  to  the  total  deaths  from  these 
diseases  during  the  past  ten  years.  If  the  fatality  of  Measles,  as  shown  by  such  a  table,  were  generally  known 
and  appreciated  by  parents,  it  should  induce  them  to  take  a  more  serious  view  of  a  complaint  which 
many  of  them  now  regard  very  lightly,  and  a  lesser  mortality  from  Measles  might  then  be  hoped  for.” 

117.  I  have  quoted  the  paragraphs  in  full  because  they  are  exactly  in  accord  with  what  I  have  written 
in  my  Annual  Reports  on  the  health  of  the  County  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  I  hope  that  constant 
reference  to  the  facts  may,  at  least  in  time,  bear  some  fruit. 

118.  Referring  to  Diphtheria,  Mr.  May  says  that  the  steady  decline  in  the  prevalence  of  this  disease 
since  the  epidemic  of  1896  has  continued,  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 
notified  being  48,  this  being  the  lowest  number  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  of  these  only  six  were  fatal, 
showing  that  the  disease  was  also  of  a  mild  type. 

119.  In  connection  with  this,  he  refers  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  arrangements  made  by  your  Sanitary 
Committee  for  the  Bacteriological  examination  of  secretions  from  the  throats  of  patients  suspected  to 
be  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  and  states  that  twenty-nine  specimens  of  such  secretions  were  sent  by 
medical  practitioners  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the  University  of  Birmingham. 

120.  Scarlet  Fever  has  also  shown  a  very  marked  diminution  during  1904,  the  number  of  cases  notified 
being  175,  the  lowest  number  for  the  past  five  years,  and  less  than  half  the  number  notified  in  the 
preceding  year. 
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121.  He  records,  also,  that  much  use  was  made  of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  no  less  than  120,  or  60% 
of  the  total  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  being  removed  there.  This  is  the  highest  percentage  recorded  up  to 
the  present  time.  Mr.  May  says,  “  This  increase  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  admitted  to  hospital 
may  be  to  some  extent  due  to  the  institution  being  now  free  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough.”  This 
is  a  point  which  I  urged  long  ago,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  therefore  record  with  gratification 
the  adoption  of  the  principle. 

122.  Only  three  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  first  case  which  occurred  could 
not  be  traced  as  regards  the  origin  of  the  infection,  but  the  other  cases  were  both  imported  from 
Blackpool.  As  showing  the  efficacy  of  the  steps  taken  by  Mr.  May  and  his  officers,  it  is  worthy  of  note 
than  no  spread  of  the  disease  took  place. 

123.  As  regards  Phthisis  and  other  tubercular  diseases,  Mr.  May  records  that  98  deaths  were  registered 
from  Phthisis,  as  compared  with  108  in  the  preceding  year,  the  death-rate,  therefore,  being  O'l  lower 
than  in  1903.  Mr.  May  records  that  the  question  of  the  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis  was  brought 
before  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Borough  in  the  previous  year,  but  that  it  was  not  adopted.  He  records 
also  the  circulation  of  cards  in  schools,  public  houses,  public  halls,  places  of  entertainment  and  resort 
and  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  and  also  on  the  lamp-posts  in  public  thoroughfares  recommending  people 
to  abstain  from  spitting  as  likely  to  spread  the  disease,  while  he  also  notes  that  the  Health  Committee 
authorised  him  to  disinfect  all  premises  and  bedding  after  the  death  or  removal  of  the  consumptive 
patient. 

124.  Mr.  May  records  the  extreme  prevalence  of  Zymotic  Diarrhoea,  and  shows  that  no  less  than  84 
deaths  occurred  in  the  month  of  August,  this  being  the  highest  Diarrhoeal  mortality  for  August  in  any 
year  since  1897.  He  points  out,  as  he  has  so  often  done  before,  that  this  Diarrhoeal  mortality  largely 
depends  on  climatic  conditions,  and  shows  that  the  mean  temperature  for  August,  1904,  was  63'2,  while  for 
the  Augusts  of  the  two  preceding  years  the  temperatures  respectively  were  57 '5  and  57  2. 

125.  Mr.  May  further  says,  “  These  causes  point  to  the  necessity  of  vigilantly  persevering  in  those 
sanitary  measures  the  importance  of  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  emphasise  in  previous  reports,  viz., 
the  abolition  of  privies  and  middens,  the  paving  of  yards  and  spaces  round  dwelling  houses,  and  more 
constant  street  watering.  Improper  feeding,  careless  storage  of  food,  and  general  uncleanliness  are  also 
contributing  causes  which  are  particularly  referred  to  in  that  portion  of  this  report  which  deals  with 
the  question  of  general  infantile  mortality.” 

126.  As  regards  Typhoid  Fever,  Mr.  May  is  able  to  record  a  greatly  diminished  prevalence  of  the 
disease,  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  notified  being  50,  compared  with  77  in  the  previous  year. 
Of  the  50  cases,  10  proved  fatal,  showing  a  somewhat  virulent  type  of  disease.  Second  cases  occurred 
in  two  houses  only.  Mr.  May  says,  “  I  have  several  times  pointed  out  the  evils  of  the  privy  and  midden 
system  as  a  medium  of  retaining  and  conveying  the  infection  of  Typhoid  Fever,  particularly  in  a  thickly 
populated  area  like  Aston  Manor,  and  it  is,  therefore,  encouraging  to  note  that,  following  the  assiduity 
with  which  the  gradual  abolition  of  that  system  has  been  pursued  during  many  past  years,  there  is 
this  satisfactory  diminution  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  The  steady  advance  that  has  been  made  in 
this  branch  of  sanitary  work  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  report.  The  abolition  of  the  privies  and  middens 
still  remaining  should  be  unceasingly  striven  for,  being  a  work  which  will  undoubtedly  continue  to  lessen 
the  possibilities  of  infection  of  this  disease  and  in  the  improvement  of  the  public  health  generally.” 

A 

127.  Referring  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  District,  Mr.  May  records  the  fact  that  no  less  than  832 
privies  were  replaced  by  water  closets  during  the  year,  and  in  some  cases,  where  insufficient  accommo¬ 
dation  was  provided,  additional  water  closets  were  erected.  The  number  of  conversions  is  the  highest 
recorded  for  one  year,  though  each  of  the  last  five  years  has  been  marked  by  more  activity  in  this 
direction.  Mr.  May  points  out  that  most  of  these  conversions  have  been  in  connection  with  old 
properties,  new  houses  being  invariably  built  with  proper  water  closet  accommodation.  Mr.  May  calls 
attention  to  a  nuisance  arising  from  what  are  known  as  “  waste  water  closets,”  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  were  insufficiently  flushed  by  the  waste  water,  and  notes  as  an  important  improvement  that 
the  ones  in  question  had  been  converted  into  ordinary  water  closets  with  flushing  cisterns. 
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128.  He  refers  to  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  and  the  work  in  connection  with  Work¬ 
shops  now  put  upon  sanitary  authorities,  and  states  that  notices  were  served  during  the  year  for  the 
cleansing  of  21  workshops  and  36  bakehouses,  and  were  complied  with,  as  were  the  notices  for  other 
nuisances  found.  In  connection  with  this,  he  records  that  there  are  only  two  under-ground  bakehouses 
in  the  Borough,  and  that  one  of  these  has  been  abolished  during  the  year  as  being  unfit  for  such  an 
occupation. 

129.  He  refers  to  the  Slaughter  Houses  of  the  Borough,  which  he  says  number  29.  They  appear  to 
have  been  regularly  visited,  and  he  emphasises  the  desirability  of  a  public  abbatoir  being  erected  as 
being  likely  to  discourage  the  use  of  small  private  slaughter  houses,  and  as  rendering  possible  a  closer 
inspection  over  meat  prepared  for  sale  in  the  Borough. 

130.  The  Report  gives  full  particulars  as  to  the  work  done  under  Offensive  Trades,  Sewers,  Storm 
Water  Drains,  etc.,  Inspection  of  Unsound  Food,  and  the  Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

131.  The  Report  concludes  with  an  account  of  the  work  done  by  the  Isolation  Hospitals,  both  for 
Smallpox  and  Scarlet  Fever.  One  very  important  matter  he  calls  attention  to,  namely  the  desirability  , 
of  letting  Scarlet  Fever  wards  lie  fallow  periodically,  and  of  having  them  disinfected  and  aerated,  to 
reduce  the  possible  virulence  of  infection.  He  also  records  that  a  “  pure  ”  ward  has  been  established 
and  fenced  off  from  communication  with  other  wards,  the  object  being  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of 
patients  by  rendering  them  less  dangerous  on  their  return  home,  and  thereby  minimising  the  possibility 
of  return  cases.  He  reports  that  the  type  of  Scarlet  Fever,  as  mentioned  in  some  of  his  previous 
reports,  has  been  maintained,  and  that  it  is  still  severe,  many  of  the  cases  showing  complications,  such  as 
ear  and  nose  discharges,  kidney  affection  and  gland  troubles.  He  points  out  the  difficulty  in  some  of 
these  cases  of  preventing  infection,  owing  to  the  fact  that  these  sequelae  are  apt  to  last  for  long  periods, 
and  this,  therefore,  makes  their  stay  in  hospital  very  prolonged,  and  he  refers  to  the  efforts  which  he  has 
made  in  some  instances  to  further  isolate  patients  in  out-of-the-way  places  where  there  are  no  young 
children,  before  their  return  to  their  family. 


132.  Though  it  is  not  my  function  to  criticise  the  reports,  I  cannot  refrain  from  stating  that  the  report 
this  year  is  an  excellent  one,  and  from  it  I  obtain  an  excellent  insight,  not  only  of  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Borough,  but  of  the  various  departments  of  sanitary  work  carried  on. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

80,363  29-1  15-8 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

2-9  183 


BULKINGTON. 


r33.  Mr.  Peacock  reports  a  higher  birth-rate  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  a  somewhat  high 
Zymotic  death-rate,  this  being  due  to  fatality  from  Whooping  Cough.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was 
fairly  satisfactory,  being  112,  compared  with  133  in  1903.  He  says,  “  The  factories  and  workshops  and 
out-workers’  houses  in  the  District  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time  with  a  view  to  their  sanitary 
condition,  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  etc.,  and  have  been  found  satisfactory.” 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

1593  38-9  15-6 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

3-1  112 


ERDINGTON. 

134.  The  high  record  for  continued  healthiness  is  still  maintained  in  this  District,  and  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill  is  able  to  report  that  the  death-rate,  though  not  quite  the  lowest,  is  one  of  the  lowest  on  record, 
being  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  which  was  a  particularly  healthy  one,  and  considerably  below 
the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  The  Population  is  estimated  for  the  middle  of  the  year  at  20,750, 
a  considerable  increase  on  1903.  The  birth-rate  is  practically  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  Infant  Mortality  may  be  considered  as  satisfactory,  and  in  quoting  the  figures,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill 
says,  “  In  further  amplification  I  may  say  that  these  figures,  speaking  of  the  District  proper,  show  the 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  to  be  fairly  satisfactory,  but  if  we  include  the  whole  of  the  Births  registered  in 
the  District,  and  compare  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  them,  w'e  find  that  the  figure 
is  considerably  increased,  and  becomes  17‘6%,  due  to  the  fact  that  a  very  much  higher  mortality  was 
observed  in  those  children  born  in  the  Workhouse  (a  considerable  proportion  of  which  were  illegitimate) 
compared  with  those  occurring  among  the  inhabitants  proper.  I  have  separated  the  figures,  because 
it  must  be  remembered  that  although  the  births  in  the  Workhouse  must  be  registered  as  belonging  to 
the  District,  it  is  the  habit  for  many  women  not  belonging  to  the  District  to  go  to  the  Workhouse  for 
the  purpose  of  being  confined.” 


135.  The  two  chief  causes  of  Infantile  death  during  the  year  were  Premature  Birth  and  Diarrhoea,  and 
of  those  due  to  Premature  Birth,  nearly  half,  that  is  7  out  of  16,  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  showing 
that  the  mortality  from  this  cause  was  very  much  higher  than  in  the  District  proper.  Nearly  all  the 
other  deaths  were  due  to  causes  over  which  sanitation  can  have  but  little  control. 


136.  As  regards  Zymotic  Disease  it  is  noted  that  Smallpox  was  entirely  absent  from  the  District. 
Scarlet  Fever  caused  very  slight  mortality,  altogether  two  deaths  being  due  to  it.  Measles  was  some¬ 
what  prevalent,  five  deaths  occurring  from  it.  This  is,  however,  a  lower  record  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

137.  The  only  disease  which  could  be  said  to  cause  any  anxiety,  was  Diphtheria,  no  less  than  48  cases 
of  it  being  notified.  The  disease  was  chiefly  prevalent  in  Short  Heath  Ward,  there  being  26  cases 
notified  from  there,  while  there  were  11  in  Moor  End,  6  in  Fentham,  1  in  Bromford,  and  3  in  Witton 
Wards,  one  being  notified  also  from  the  Workhouse.  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says,  “  The  disease  generally 
was  milder  than  in  the  previous  year,  indeed  some  of  the  cases  were  so  mild  as  hardly  to  affect  the  health 
of  the  patients.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  indeed  only  one  was 
notified  in  the  last  quarter,  so  that  I  have  considerable  hope  now  that  we  shall  be  free  or  comparatively 
free,  at  least,  for  a  period  from  this  throat  affection.  This  fact  is  worthy  of  notice,  because  while  we 
have  had  a  prevalence  of  throat  illness  for  nearly  two  years,  it  has  begun  to  decline  just  at  the  period 
when  the  annual  wave  of  Diphtheria  begins  to  rise. 

“  I  visited  all  the  houses  where  the  cases  occurred,  and  have  taken  the  greatest  possible  care  in 
endeavouring  to  elucidate  the  cause  of  the  prevalence.  I  have  had  special  investigations  made  into 
groups  of  cases  as  they  have  occurred,  but  I  am  unable  to  find  that  there  was  any  definite  cause.  I 
believe  that  school  attendance  of  mild  unrecognised  cases  was  the  chief  cause,  though  I  have  been 
struck  at  times  by  the  slight  infectiveness  of  many  of  the  cases,  particularly  one  child  in  a  house  where 
there  was  a  family  of  young  children,  and  although  there  was  more  or  less  association,  there  was  no  spread 
of  the  disease.  Illustrating  the  last  remark  I  may  add  that  the  48  cases  occurred  in  forty  houses. 
The  milk  supply  was  certainly  free  from  suspicion,  while  it  cannot  be  said  that  want  of  sanitation  was 
in  more  than  a  few  instances  a  predisposing  cause  of  illness.  In  many  instances  swabs  from  the 
throats  of  patients  were  sent  to  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  of  the  University  of  Birmingham,  but  in 
the  majority  of  cases ’no  Diphtheria  bacilli  were  found.  I  may  add  that  in  all  cases  where  sanitary 
defects  were  found  in  properties  where  the  disease  occurred,  these  were  remedied.” 

138.  As  regards  Typhoid  Fever,  three  deaths  were  registered  from  it  and  13  cases  notified,  compared 
with  6  deaths  and  30  cases  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  13  cases,  3  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  in 
patients  removed  from  parts  of  the  Union  outside  the  District,  so  that  only  ten  cases  occurred  in  persons 
belonging  to  the  District  proper.  Of  these,  two  could  be  directly  traced  to  the  consumption  of  oysters, 
six  occurred  in  persons  who  worked  outside  the  District  for  the  bulk  of  their  time  and  were  the  only 
persons  affected  in  their  respective  households,  one  occurred  from  direct  infection  with  a  previous  case, 
and  of  the  origin  of  one  no  trace  could  be  found.  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says,  “  This  record,  therefore, 
can  be  considered  perfectly  satisfactory.  In  all  cases  where  persons  worked  outside  the  District,  notice 
was  given  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  having  jurisdiction  over  their  workplaces.  In  no  case  did 
the  patient  derive  the  water  supply  from  wells,  nor  were  there  any  marked  sanitary  defects  in  any  of 
the  houses.” 
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139.  Diarrhoea  was  prevalent  in  the  autumn,  and  11  deaths  were  debited  to  the  District  proper.  Of 
these,  7  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  2  in  children  between  one  and  five  years  of  age. 
Six  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  Short  Heath  Ward. 

140.  Referring  to  Phthisis,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says,  “  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  our  record  under 
this  head  is  far  from  satisfactory.  In  the  District  proper,  16  deaths  were  registered,  compared  with  7 
in  the  previous  year,  while  in  the  Workhouse  88  were  reported,  compared  with  49  in  1903,  so  that 
out  of  a  total  of  600  deaths,  113  died  from  Phthisis  or  other  tubercular  diseases.  This  is  equivalent  to 
nearly  19  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths — a  very  terrible  figure  indeed. 

“  It  is  perhaps  hardly  fair  to  include  all  the  deaths  in  the  Workhouse,  as  no  doubt  in  some 
instances  patients  were  removed  there  suffering  from  the  last  stages  of  the  disease  ;  but  looking  at  the 
District  itself,  we  find  that  out  of  226  deaths,  no  less  than  20  were  due  to  some  form  or  other  of 
tuberculosis.  This  gives  us  a  percentage  of  8'8  on  the  total  deaths,  a  figure  in  my  opinion  too  high 
for  a  district  like  Erdington. 

¥ 

“  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  this  disease  is  very  largely  affected  by  overcrowding  and 
by  house  accommodation,  and  the  fact  is  accentuated  in  this  year’s  record  when  we  note  that  eight,  or 
half  the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  occurred  in  Short  Heath  Ward.  I  have  done  something 
during  the  year  to  endeavour  to  dissuade  the  people  from  Spitting,  which  is  such  a  prominent  cause 
of  infection,  but  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  chief  good  will  be  affected  by  the  spread  of  education 
in  elementary  hygiene  among  those  chiefly  affected. 

“  In  all  cases  where  deaths  have  been  notified,  the  Inspector  has  offered  disinfection  of  bedding, 
clothes,  etc.,  of  the  patient  and  the  room  occupied.  In  the  majority  of  instances  this  has  been  gladly 

accepted.” 

141.  As  regards  general  sanitary  administration,  much  attention  was  given  to  the  Water  Supply,  and 
monthly  samples  of  the  public  supply  were  analysed.  The  Report  gives  details,  supplied  by  the  District 
Surveyor,  of  the  Sewerage  and  Drainage  work  accomplished  during  the  year,  and  of  the  new  streets 
laid  out  and  new  buildings  erected,  and  these  all  point  to  the  fact  of  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the 
District.  Attention  is  called  to  the  general  excellence  of  the  Public  Scavenging  of  the  District,  and  Dr. 
Bostock  Hill  in  referring  to  this  says,  “  I  wish  also  to  record  my  appreciation  at  the  way  the  Scavenging 
of  the  District  is  carried  out.  The  periodical  removal  of  waste  matters  from  dwellings  has  been  the 
greatest  advance  made  in  the  district  for  a  large  number  of  years.  My  experience  shows  me  that  not 
only  is  the  system  good,  but  that  the  work  generally  is  carried  out  well,  and  the  substitution  of  iron 
receptacles  for  the  old  pits  to  which  Mr.  Humphries  refers,  not  only  increases  the  ease  with  which 
Scavenging  is  carried  out,  but  makes  also  for  increased  sanitation  near  the  houses  themselves. 

“  There  has  been  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  middens  in  the  District,  and  those  re¬ 
maining  are  now  but  few,  and  I  hope  that  during  the  year  1905,  these  will  practically  all  be  abolished, 
for  reasons  which  I  have  so  often  given  in  my  Reports.” 

142.  Vaccination  is. admirably  carried  out  in  this  District,  for  though  one  of  the  largest  districts  in  the 
County,  out  of  567  births  registered  in  the  period  under  review,  all  but  two  were  accounted  for  by 
vaccination,  death  or  postponement.  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says,  “  It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation,  and 
one  that  speaks  well  for  the  future  of  the  District,  and  for  the  common  sense  of  its  inhabitants,  that 
only  seven  certificates  of  conscientious  objection  to  vaccination  should  have  been  applied  for.” 


143.  The  Report  also  contains  details  of  the  inspection  of  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  Dairies,  Factories 
and  Workshops. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

176 


Population.  Birth-rate. 

20,750  25-4 


Death-rate. 

10-8 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

1-73 
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KENILWORTH. 

144.  Dr.  Wilson  reports  higher  birth  and  death  rates  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  the  Zymotic 
rate  is  much  lower,  and  he  says,  ‘  The  general  health  of  the  district  continued  on  the  whole  to  be  very 
satisfactory  during  the  year.” 

145.  Among  the  causes  of  death,  1  was  attributed  to  Typhoid  Fever,  4  to  Consumption,  3  to  Diarrhoea, 
and  3  to  Cancer.  The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  was  30,  compared  with  47 
in  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  5  were  Diphtheria,  21  Scarlet  Fever,  2  Typhoid  Fever,  1  Puerperal  Fever, 
and  1  Erysipelas.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  scattered  cases,  and  the  disease 
was  chiefly  spread  through  attendance  at  school.  Of  the  21  cases,  19  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  and  only  two  during  the  second  half.”  Seventeen  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  3  of  Diphtheria, 
and  1  of  Enteric  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium. 


146.  With  regard  to  works  of  a  public  nature  carried  out  during  the  year,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  the  Surveyor  is  dealing  with  large  midden-asphits,  to  which  I  have  frequently  directed 
attention  in  previous  reports.  I  hope  that  all  these  will  soon,  as  far  as  possible,  be  replaced  by  water 
closets,  at  any  rate  when  the  new  sewerage  extension  schemes  are  completed  for  the  Mill  End  and 
Whitemoor  areas.  I  also  fully  endorse  his  recommendation  that  where  water  closets  are  provided, 
moveable  dust-bins  should  take  the  place  of  the  numerous  large  ashpits  which  still  exist  and  are  liable 
to  become  more  or  less  unhealthy,  because  they  permit  of  large  accumulations  of  house  refuse.” 

147.  Dr.  Wilson  refers  to  the  pollution  of  the  Finham  Brook,  and  records  that  a  Local  Government 
Board  Enquiry  was  held  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  a  loan  for  a  new  sewerage  scheme,  and  he 
trusts  that  this  will  soon  be  satisfactorily  settled. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 
4,680  23-5  15-0 


Iufant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death  rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0-85  100 


LEAMINGTON. 

148.  Dr.  Browne  again  reports  a  very  low  birth-rate,  only  fractionally  higher  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  death-rate  was  satisfactory,  and  practically  the  same  as  in  1903.  Dr.  Browne  says,  “  The 
mortality  under  five  years  of  age  is  slightly  below  that  of  last  year,  and  among  the  very  aged  the  figures 
are  very  high,  caused  by  the  rapid,  variable,  and  trying  conditions  of  climate  throughout  the  year. 
The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  123,  almost  identical  with  the  previous  year.  The  Zymotic  death-rate 
was  very  low,  namely  0T4. 

149.  Referring  to  Infectious  Diseases,  Scarlet  Fever  was  the  only  one  at  all  prevalent,  during  the  first, 
second  and  third  quarters.  Altogether  75  cases  were  notified,  and  one  death  occurred.  Dr.  Browne 
notes  that  the  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis  continues,  and  says  that  twelve  cases  were  reported  during 
the  year,  of  which  but  four  showed  the  bacilli  on  examination,  while  26  deaths  were  registered. 

150.  Referring  to  General  Sanitation,  Dr.  Browne  speaks  highly  of  the  type  carried  out  by  the  sanitary 
inspectors,  and  notes  that  sewer  flushing  was  regularly  carried  out.  Several  ventilating  shafts  were 
erected  at  points  where  smells  had  been  complained  of  where  the  sewers  were  flat.  Defective  brick 
sewers  were  found  and  replaced  by  proper  sanitary  pipe  drains  in  Wise  Terrace,  Portland  Place,  Gunnery 
Terrace,  and  Bath  Street. 

151.  Dr.  Browne  continues  his  advocacy  of  a  public  abattoir  to  replace  the  present  private  slaughter 
houses,  particularly  on  the  ground  that  in  this  way  the  public  will  be  saved  from  the  distribution  of 
diseased  and  unwholesome  meat. 

152.  He  also  points  out  the  importance  of  the  steps  now  being  taken  in  Leamington  to  improve  and 
maintain  the  quality  and  cleanliness  of  the  milk.  He  says,  “  In  all  new  cow-sheds,  1,000  cubic  feet 
are  required  per  head.  Cleanliness  of  the  milkers,  and  of  the  cattle  too,  are  better  looked  after,  and 
the  cleansing  of  the  utensils  shows  marked  improvement.  But  we  are  still  far  behind  the  United 
States,  Sweden  and  Denmark  in  the  strict  provisions  laid  down  by  law  for  the  protection  of  their  milk 
supplies.” 
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153.  Referring  to  the  work  of  the  County  Council  Health  Visitor,  Dr.  Browne  says,  “  In  the  month 
of  June  the  County  Council  sent  a  Lady  Health  Visitor  to  inspect  our  poorer  quarters  and  instruct 
the  mothers  in  cleansing  of  houses,  feeding,  and  clothing  of  children,  ventilation  of  rooms,  and  personal 
cleanliness.  The  visitor  found  no  sanitary  defects,  and  that  there  were  no  so-called  “  slums.”  On 
the  other  points  I  have  named  she  has  much  instruction  to  impart.  I  welcome  such  visits,  and  hope 
they  will  continue  yearly  or  oftener.” 

154.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  give  particulars  of  the  sanitary  work  done  in 
their  respective  departments.  Particulars  are  given  as  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 
which  appears  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

155.  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Chief  Inspector,  referring  to  Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection,  reports  that 
in  all  cases  where  books  belonging  to  the  Municipal  Free  Library  are  associated  with  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  that  they  are  taken  charge  of  by  the  Inspectors,  and  at  their  discretion  either  destroyed  or 
returned  to  the  Librarian  after  disinfection  by  means  of  sulphur  and  hot  air.  All  cases  of  infectious  disease 
are  also  reported  to  the  Librarian,  so  that  no  books  may  be  issued  by  him  to  infected  premises  until  a 
period  of  at  least  16  days  after  notification. 

156.  Appended  to  the  report  are  the  usual  tables,  together  with  one  on  the  Meteorology  of  the  Borough, 
which  is  very  interesting  and  valuable. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

27,060  18-1  14-8  014  123 

NUNEATON  AND  CHILVERS  COTON. 

157.  Mr.  Peacock  reports  that  with  the  exception  of  the  rate  of  Infant  Mortality,  all  the  rates  are 

higher  than  in  the  preceding  year,  though  on  the  whole  the  year  has  not  been  an  unhealthy  one.  Two  cases 

of  Smallpox  occurred,  and  both  were  treated  at  the  Temporary  Smallpox  Hospital.  In  the  one  case 

in  January,  the  infection  spread  from  a  patient  already  in  the  hospital.  The  other  case  was  imported 

from  Leicester.  Scarlet  Fever  was  much  more  prevalent  than  of  late  years,  as  195  cases  occurred  during 
the  year,  compared  with  96  in  1903.  Of  these,  108  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  a  great  increase 
on  the  previous  year.  Diphtheria  appears  to  have'  been  rather  prevalent,  as  44  cases  were  notified, 
compared  with  10  in  1903.  Mr.  Peacock  reports  that  in  eight  cases  the  disease  was  due  to  contact, 
7  to  insanitary  conditions,  and  in  the  remainder  no  cause  could  be  traced. 

158.  Neither  Measles  nor  Whooping  Cough  were  unduly  prevalent,  but  Diarrhcea  caused  a  much 
increased  mortality,  no  less  than  30  deaths  being  due  to  it,  of  which  23  were  in  infants  under  one  year, 
and  five  between  one  and  five.  Typhoid  Fever  was  but  little  prevalent,  only  six  cases  being  notified, 
and  considering  the  record  of  Nuneaton  for  this  disease  in  the  past,  this  is  undoubtedly  very  satisfactory. 

159.  Mr.  Peacock  refers  to  the  question  of  sewer  ventilation,  and  suggests  the  desirability  of  increasing 
the  number  of  ventilating  shafts.  He  also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  though  the  District  Council  have 
provided  outfits  for  Bacteriological  Examinations  under  the  County  Council  scheme,  little  use  has  been 
made  of  them  by  the  medical  practitioners. 

160.  He  reports  that  he  has  advised  the  sewerage  at  an  early  date  of  Coton  Heath  End,  as  there  are  two 
large  schools  in  the  centre  of  that  locality,  and  near  the  schools  a  large  number  of  old  houses. 

161.  He  reports  that  Slaughter  Houses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops  and  Canal  Boats  have  been 
periodically  inspected  by  the  Inspector  and  himself,  and  generally  found  satisfactory.  He  also  reports 
that  no  underground  bakehouses  exist  in  the  District. 

162.  I  particularly  desire  to  call  attention  to  one  reform  which  I  have  pressed  for  a  considerable  period, 
namely  the  improvement  in  the  method  of  Scavenging.  Mr.  Peacock  says,  “  The  objectionable  practice 
of  depositing  refuse  from  dry  ash  places  on  the  roadway  for  removal,  has  been  abolished.  The  refuse 
is  now  carried  in  baskets  and  emptied  direct  into  carts,  and  afterwards  burnt  at  the  Council’s 
Pestructor.” 
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163.  I  very  much  regret  to  note,  however,  that  with  regard  to  ashpits  and  privies  the  contents  are  still 
deposited  on  the  roadway,  and  although  Mr.  Peacock  says  that  the  surface  of  the  roadway  is  thoroughly 
washed  and  disinfected  after  the  removal  of  deposits  by  the  Council’s  workmen,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
no  possible  disinfection  can  remove  the  nuisance,  which  is  very  dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  those  living 
in  the  town. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

28,159  36-3  15'0 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

1-9  145 


RUGBY. 

164.  Dr.  Wilson  reports  a  considerable  increase  in  the  estimated  population  from  the  previous  year, 
and,  even  on  the  increased  population,  a  higher  birth-rate,  namely  25 '4  compared  with  23  T.  The 
death-rate  is  very  satisfactory,  particularly  so  as  it  has  been  almost  the  same  for  the  last  two  years. 
The  Zymotic  death-rate  has  been  low,  as  it  was  in  the  previous  year,  but  there  has  been  some  increase 
in  the  rate  of  Infant  Mortality,  which,  however,  is  not  excessive  for  such  a  town. 

165.  Among  the  causes  of  death,  1  was  attributed  to  Measles,  4  to  Scarlet  Fever,  1  to  Whooping 
Cough,  2  to  Diphtheria,  3  to  Diarrhoea,  6  to  Phthisis,  and  13  to  Cancer.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
attributed  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  was  eleven,  a  very  satisfactory  figure. 

166.  A  case  of  Smallpox  which  occurred  in  Abbey  Street  was  promptly  removed  to  the  Joint  Smallpox 
Hospital,  and  by  re-vaccination  and  other  measures,  the  disease  was  prevented  from  spreading.  Twenty- 
two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified.  They  were  all  single  scattered  cases  which  cropped  up  at 
various  dates  throughout  the  year,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  which  proved  fatal,  they  were  most 
of  them  of  a  very  mild  type. 

167.  Of  the  165  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  80  occurred  in  Oxford  Street  Ward.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  Although 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  disease  was  spread  through  school  influence,  the  average  attendance 
at  the  various  schools  was  not  affected.” 

168.  Six  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred,  of  which  one  was  imported.  The  others  were  all  scattered 
cases.  Dr.  Wilson  further  says,  “  Although  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  has 
increased  considerably  during  recent  years,  it  must  be  remembered  that  there  has  been  a  large  increase 
in  the  population,  and  that  this  steady  influx  of  families  of  the  artisan  class,  consisting  largely  of  young 
children,  contributes  in  no  small  degree  to  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  such  as  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Diphtheria,  which  more  especially  affect  child-life.  Then,  too,  the  fact  that 
almost  all  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  a  very  considerable  number  under  four  years,  are 
sent  to  school,  exposes  them  to  infection  through  school  attendance  at  the  most  susceptible  age.  On 
public  health  grounds  alone,  I  have  long,  been  of  the  opinion  that  no  children  under  five  years  should 
sent  to  school. 

“  Apart,  however,  from  the  limited  outbreak  of  measles  in  October,  there  has  been  no  special 
prevalence  of  any  other  infectious  disease  at  any  particular  period  of  the  year,  and  taking  into  con. 
sideration  the  low  nett  death-rate,  the  comparatively  low  rate  of  infant  mortality,  and  the  exceptionally 
low  Zymotic  death-rate,  the  general  health  of  the  town  has  on  the  whole  continued  to  be  very 
satisfactory.” 

A 

169.  Referring  to  works  of  Sanitation,  Dr.  Wilson  reports  that  215  houses  have  been  completed  and 
certified  as  fit  for  habitation.  2|  miles  of  new  water  mains  have  been  laid,  and  132  connections  made 
to  existing  water  mains  supplying  256  houses.  The  whole  of  the  drains  and  “  dead-ends  ”  of  mains 
have  been  kept  well  flushed. 

170.  The  Brownsover  Reservoir  was  cleaned  out  during  the  year  and  the  new  filters  and  the  clear 

water  tank  are  almost  completed.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  This  will  no  doubt  assist  greatly  in  improving 
the  appearance  of  the  water  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall,  and  I  would  also  again  recommend  that  the 
old  reservoir  be  properly  cleaned  out,  so  as  to  give  increased  storage  during  times  of  flood.  I  would 

also  direct  attention  to  the  enormous  volume  of  water  which  is  pumped  into  the  mains,  which,  according 
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to  the  Surveyor,  reaches  33  gallons  per  head  per  day.  This  points  to  excessive  waste,  and  should  be 
checked  by  the  installation  of  water-waste  meters  at  suitable  points,  because  no  doubt  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  under-ground  waste  going  on.  Even  making  every  allowance  for  water  used  for  trade  or 
manufacturing  purposes,  the  amount  of  water  used  per  head  per  day  in  a  town  like  Rugby  ought  not 
to  exceed  20  gallons.” 


171.  The  Report  states  that  flushing  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily,  while  a  complete  scheme  for 
the  treatment  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  has  been  prepared  by  the  Surveyor,  which  Dr.  Wilson  hopes 
will  soon  be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  in  order  that  the  work  may  be  proceeded  with. 


172.  Appended  to  the  Report  is  that  of  the  Inspector,  which  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  in 

the  department. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 


Population. 

20,110 


Birth-rate. 

25-4 


Death-rate. 

10-9 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

0-54 


per  1,000  Births. 
119 


STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 

173.  Dr.  Thomson  reports  that  the  mortality  in  this  Borough  has  been  the  lowest  recorded  for  eleven 
years,  and  that  the  Infant  Mortality  has  been  extremely  low.  The  birth-rate  is  also  below  the 

average. 

174.  He  also  reports  that  the  deaths  from  diseases  generally  ascribed  to  insanitary  conditions  are  few 
in  number.  Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  of  which  two  proved  fatal.  Scarlet  Fever  was 
particularly  prevalent  in  the  autumn,  and  remainded  so  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Altogether  132 
cases  were  notified,  and  of  these  only  one  proved  fatal,  showing  that  the  disease  was  extremely  mild 

in  type. 


175.  He  discusses  the  question  of  what  are  known  as  “  return  cases  ”  of  Scarlet  Fever,  that  is,  cases 
which  when  received  home  from  Hospital  infect  others,  which  immediately  have  to  return  to  the 
Hospital.  He  discusses  the  cause  of  this  at  some  length. 


176.  He  reports  the  regular  analysis  of  samples  of  the  Public  Water  Supply,  and  says  that  while  the 
gathering  ground  continues  to  be  under  strict  surveillance  the  water  will  be  satisfactory. 


177.  He  reports  that  no  action  has  been  necessary  with  regard  to  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  during  the  year,  nor  have  any  proceedings  been  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Act. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

8,310  19-1  13-4 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

06  75 


SUTTON  COLDFIELD. 

178.  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  is  again  able  to  give  a  very  satisfactory  report  on  the  health  of  this  Borough. 
He  says,  “  The  birth-rate  is  below  the  average,  and  the  death-rate  is  considerably  below,  while  the 
Zymotic  death-rate  is  not  only  markedly  below  the  average,  but  is  the  lowest  recorded,  with  one 
exception,  since  the  incorporation  of  the  Borough,  and  it  is  practically  as  low  as  in  the  year  referred  to.” 

179.  The  rate  of  Infant  Mortality  is  not  so  satisfactory,  as  it  is  rather  higher  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  though  the  figure  cannot  be  considered  unsatisfactory.  Dealing  with  this  question,  he  says,  “  I 
regret  that  six  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Premature  Birth,  because,  in  my  opinion,  it  tends  to 
show  a  deficiency  of  physique  on  the  part  of  the  parents  in  these  particular  cases.” 

180.  Not  a  single  case  of  Smallpox  was  notified  during  the  year,  and  perhaps  the  most  remarkable 
feature  in  the  whole  report  is  that  not  a  single  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified.  Referring  to  this, 
he  says,  “  As  I  have  before  stated,  Typhoid  Fever  is  the  best  single  index  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
a  district,  and  1  look  upon  it  as  perhaps  the  most  instructive  point  in  our  year’s  sanitary  history  that 
we  can  show  a  clean  sheet  in  this  respect.” 
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181.  Although  Diphtheria  was  somewhat  prevalent,  yet  there  was  not  a  single  death  from  the  disease. 
Seventeen  cases  were  notified,  spread  over  the  Wards  of  the  Borough.  No  distinct  cause  for  it  could 
be  found.  Referring  to  this,  he  says,  “  The  most  important  outbreak  was  in  Coles  Lane,  where  suddenly 
four  cases  were  notified  in  one  house.  At  the  house  itself  nothing  insanitary  could  be  found,  but  I 
discovered  that  a  short  distance  away  there  had  been  a  blocked  water-closet  and  drain  some  little  time 
previous  to  the  outbreak.  The  whole  drain  was,  therefore,  carefully  examined  and  flushed,  as  was  also 
the  sewer  into  which  it  discharged,  much  attention  being  given  to  the  matter  by  the  Borough  Surveyor 
and  his  staff.  All  the  cases  recovered,  and  there  was  no  further  spread  in  the  neighbourhood.” 

182.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  was  12,  compared  with  13  in  the  previous  year,  and  he 

points  out  that  this  is  more  satisfactory  than  it  appears  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  population  has 

increased  five  per  cent. 

183.  The  Report  gives  full  details  of  the  action  taken  as  regards  the  isolation  of  patients  suffering 
from  infectious  disease,  disinfection  of  schools,  and  the  work  done  in  the  extension  of  sewerage  and 
drainage,  and  referring  to  the  conversion  of  midden  privies  into  water  closets  he  says,  “  Sixty-nine  old- 
fashioned  midden  privies  have  been  converted  into  water-closets,  while  nineteen  so-called  ‘  water- 
closets,’  which  were  hitherto  without  arrangements  for  flushing,  have  had  automatic  flushing  tanks 
provided  for  them.  I  look  upon  this  as  a  very  great  improvement.  I  have  been  constantly  urging 
the  Inspector  to  abolish,  as  far  as  possible,  the  old-fashioned,  dangerous  and  filthy  midden,  and  he  tells 
me  that,  at  the  present  time  in  those  districts  which  are  provided  with  sewerage,  very  few  now  remain.” 

184.  Vaccination  is  reported  to  be  very  satisfactory,  and  to  reflect  great  credit  on  the  Vaccination 
Officer,  for  out  of  337  births,  only  five  were  unaccounted  for. 

185.  The  Report  concludes  with  an  account  of  the  Meteorology  of  the  year,  which  is  useful  as  giving 

an  insight  into  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  Northern  part  of  the  County. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

17,521  20-54  10-44  0‘39  136 

WARWICK. 

186.  Dr.  Wilson  reports  what  he  terms  an  exceptionally  low  death-rate  of  12"3,  compared  with  an 
average  death-rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  of  15'7  per  thousand.  The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is 
also  much  lower  than  in  the  previous  years.  The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  was 
63,  less  than  half  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  with  the  exception  of  15  cases  of  Diphtheria  require  no 
comment.  With  reference  to  these  cases,  however,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  Three  occurred  in  the  East  part 
of  the  Borough,  7  in  the  Central  part,  and  five  in  the  West  side.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  of 
a  mild  type,  and  were  scattered  cases,  not  connected  with  any  special  outbreak.” 

187.  Dr.  Wilson  points  out,  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition,  that  in  an  old  town  like  Warwick, 
constant  attention  and  systematic  inspection  are  required  to  keep  many  of  the  poorer  class  of  dwellings 
clean  and  in  habitable  repair,  and  that  one  case  was  brought  before  the  Magistrates  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  and  an  order  was  made  to  repair  the  house.  An  order  was  also  obtained  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Acts  for  the  closure  of  seven  houses.  Three  of  these  have  been  pulled  down, 
and  new  ones  are  being  erected  in  their  stead.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  With  regard  to  the  others,  and 
those  left  standing  which  Were  previously  closed,  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  an  order  for 
demolition  should  be  applied  for,  as  no  progress  seems  to  have  been  made  to  deal  with  them  by  private 
treaty.  Several  of  them  are  lapsing  into  a  dangerous  condition,  and  have  long  been  a  sad  eye-sore, 
especially  those  in  Burton’s  Coilrt.” 

188.  He  reports  that  the  sewers  have  been  kept  well  flushed  and  in  good  order,  and  that  public 
scavenging  has  on  the  whole  been  well  attended  to. 

189.  He  states  that  the  Surveyor  reports  that  the  Water  Supply  has  been  maintained  as  fully  as  the 
yield  would  permit,  and  referring  to  this,  he  says,  “  1  would  beg  to  point  out  that  while  the  proposed 
supplemental  supply  is  highly  desirable,  the  large  average  daily  amount,  which  has  recently  been  gauged 
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by  the  meter  of  23  gallons  per  head,  could  surely  be  very  much  curtailed.  In  previous  years,  the 
amount  registered  has  frequently  not  exceeded  an  average  of  18  gallons  per  head  per  day.  This  differ¬ 
ence  on  a  population  of  12,010,  represents  60,000  gallons  of  water  per  day,  which,  though  it  has  not 
to  be  pumped  into  the  town,  has  to  be  pumped  on  to  the  sewage  farm  at  the  other  end,  and  this 
must  entail  some  considerable  annual  cost.  I  may  mention  for  instance  that  by  strict  supervision  and 
the  judicious  use  of  Deacon’s  meters  to  detect  underground  waste,  as  well  as  other  waste,  the  supply 
in  Nottingham  and  Leicester  has  recently  been  reduced  to  about  15  gallons  per  head  per  day.” 


Population. 

12,020 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

25-4  12-3  033  88 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

ALCESTER. 

190.  Dr.  Browne  reports  slightly  higher  birth  and  death  rates  than  in  the  preceding  year,  in  fact 
the  birth-rate  is  considerably  higher,  though  the  Zymotic  death-rate  is  lower  than  in  1903.  The' 
rate  of  Infant  Mortality  is  satisfactory. 

191.  He  reports  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  only  46  being  notified, 

compared  with  103  in  1903.  Although  the  number  of  cases  was  reduced,  they  still  appeared  to  be  of 
a  mild  type,  and  only  one  death  was  registered  from  this  disease.  He  also  reports  a  distinct  diminution 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  only  9  cases  being  reported,  of  which  one  proved  fatal.  He 
reports  that  no  less  than  26  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  of  the  University  of 
Birmingham  for  examination  in  connection  with  this  disease.  Only  two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were 

notified,  and  both  these  were  associated  with  well  waters,  which  on  analysis  were  found  to  be  unfit 

for  use  for  drinking  purposes.  In  one  case,  at  Studley,  the  public  supply  was  substituted  for  the  well, 

and  in  the  other  instance  the  well  was  cleaned  out. 

192.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  not  unduly  prevalent,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that 

not  a  single  school  in  the  district  was  closed  during  the  year  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease. 

193.  Dr.  Browne  speaks  very  highly  of  the  work  of  Miss  Lowe,  the  County  Council  Health  Visitor, 

who  was  for  three  months  ministering  in  this  district. 

194.  *  As  regards  works  of  a  public  nature  Dr.  Browne  is  able  to  record  much  improvement  in  the 
water  supply  of  Studley,  as  no  less  than  107  houses,  factories,  etc.,  have  been  connected  with  the  public 
mains.  The  Alcester  supply,  too,  he  records  as  having  been  satisfactory,  and  practically  continuous. 

195.  At  Studley  880  yards  of  a  new  9-inch  sewer  have  been  laid  for  the  Holt  Estate. 

196.  Referring  to  Scavenging  he  reports  that  while  it  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out  in  Studley, 

Alcester,  Bidford  and  Ipsley,  he  says,  “  In  the  other  villages,  where  the  scavenging  is  not  done  under 
your  Inspector’s  supervision  or  by  a  contractor,  large  deposits  of  ashes  and  refuse  are  found,  which 
require  notices  for  removal  to  be  served.” 

197.  Dr.  Browne  refers  also  to  the  question  of  Overcrowding  and  the  deficiency  of  good  house  accom¬ 
modation.  He  says,  “  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  majority  of  the  houses  for  the  working  classes 
are  old  and  unfit  for  a  family  to  live  in.  Numbers  of  them  have  only  two  bedrooms,  one  of  which  is 
little  better  than  half  a  room  with  the  staircase  opening  into  it.  As  long  as  the  present  houses  are  the 
only  ones  available,  the  overcrowding  evil  will  in  most  instances  continue.” 

198.  As  regards  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  Dr.  Browne  says  that  the  work  is  being  proceeded 
with,  but  has  not  reached  a  stage  at  which  he  is  able  to  give  a  detailed  report. 

199.  Finally  he  refers  to  the  fact  that  Vaccination  on  the  whole  has  been  satisfactorily  performed, 
though  I  regret  to  notice  that  15  people  have  obtained  certificates  of  conscientious  objection. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births, 

11,400  24-7  14-7  04  92 
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ATHERSTONE. 

200.  Mr.  Mears  reports  that  the  Birth,  Death,  Zymotic  death-rate  and  rate  of  Infant  Mortality  are 
all  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Noti¬ 
fication  Act  was  207,  of  which  9  were  Smallpox,  16  Diphtheria,  140  Scarlet  Fever,  and  7  Typhoid  Fever. 

201.  Referring  to  the  outbreak  of  Smallpox  Mr.  Mears  says,  “  On  March  25th  I  received  a  notification 
of  a  case  of  Smallpox  at  Ansley.  The  man  was  a  labourer  who  had  been  working  at  Arley,  where  a 
considerable  number  of  Smallpox  cases  has  occurred.  I  at  once  discharged  the  convalescent  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  from  Mancetter  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  patient  was  removed  the 
same  day.  He  had  been  lodging  in  a  house  where  a  man,  his  wife,  and  four  unvaccinated  children  live, 
and  Mr.  Joint,  at  my  suggestion,  induced  the  whole  family  to  come  into  quarantine  in  a  vacant  ward 
at  the  Hospital,  where  I  at  once  vaccinated  them.  I  am  extremely  glad  this  step  was  taken,  as  thereby, 
I  have  no  doubt,  a  serious  spread  of  the  disease  was  prevented,  as  Smallpox  was  evidently  in  the  system 
of  the  woman  and  three  of  the  children,  as  they  developed  Smallpox  in  a  mild  form  ;  the  man,  who 
had  excellent  primary  vaccination  marks,  escaped. 

“  On  April  8th  I  received  a  letter  from  a  medical  man  stating  that  he  was  attending  an  unvac¬ 
cinated  child  at  Ansley  with  a  suspicious  rash,  who  had  been  at  school  with  the  children  who  had 
Smallpox  at  the  hospital,  and  asking  me  to  go  up  and  give  my  opinion  on  the  case.  I  had  no  difficulty 
in  deciding  it  was  a  case  of  Smallpox,  and  the  child  was  promptly  removed,  and  I  vaccinated  and 
re-vaccinated  a  considerable  number  of  cases  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  No  further  spread  of 
the  disease  took  place  then. 

“  On  Sunday,  October  9th,  it  was  reported  to  me  by  an  inhabitant  of  Chapel  End  that  there  was 
a  suspicious  case  at  Chapel  end.  I  at  once  went  with  Mr.  Joint  and  found  a  young  woman  in  a  van, 
undoubtedly  suffering  from  Smallpox.  As  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  case  at  once,  I  was  obliged  to 
discharge  18  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  2  of  Typhoid  Fever  from  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  sister 
and  mother  of  the  patient  were  also  removed,  and  developed  Smallpox  in  a  mild  form  at  the  Hospital. 

“  I  am  quite  aware  my  action  on  this  occasion  was  more  or  less  adversely  commented  on— first 
for  discharging  so  many  cases  from  the  Hospital.  My  answer  then  and  now  was  that  I  was  obliged 
to  run  the  risk  in  order  to  try  and  prevent  the  spread  of  a  loathsome  disease,  and  if  ‘Imitation  is  the 
sincerest  flattery,’  I  was  amply  justified,  as  the  Nuneaton  Urban  District  Council  followed  my  example 
later  on.  Secondly  my  diagnosis  was  questioned,  but  its  absolute  correctness  has  been  proved,  for,  as 
you  are  aware,  a  serious  epidemic  of  Smallpox  has  occurred  at  Chapel  End  this  year,  and  I  have*  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  mild  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred  there  since  October  last.” 

202.  As  showing  the  mildness  of  the  type  of  Scarlet  Fever,  only  three  deaths  occurred  of  the  140 

cases  notified.  Diphtheria  was  responsible  for  three  deaths  in  16  cases,  showing  a  fairly  high  mortality, 
while  Diarrhoea  was  responsible  for  15  deaths,  of  which  14  were  in  children  under  a  year. 

203.  Referring  to  Infant  Mortality  Mr.  Mears  says,  “  There  were  95  deaths  of  children  under  one  year, 

which,  calculated  on  so  much  per  thousand  on  the  Births  registered  is  equivalent  to  an  Infant  Mortality 
of  155.  This  is  much  higher  than  in  1903,  viz.,  113,  and  in  fact  is  the  highest  since  1900,  when  the 
Infant  Mortality  was  156.” 

204.  Mr.  Mears  reports  that  the  G tendon,  Hartshill  and  Mancetter  schools  were  closed  during  some 
part  of  the  year,  owing  to- the  epidemic  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles. 

205.  Referring  to  works  of  a  general  sanitary  nature,  Mr.  Mears  savs,  “  A  considerable  number  of 
cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  during  the  year.” 

206.  Appended  to  the  Report  is  one  from  the  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council,  in  which  it  is  stated 

that  a  defective  sewer  near  the  “  Lord  Nelson  ”  in  Ansley  has  been  taken  up  and  relaid,  and  that  new 

manholes  have  been  provided.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  new  sewerage  system  of  Hartshill  has  been 
in  operation  for  twelve  months,  and  that  a  large  number  of  houses  have  been  connected,  both  in 
Hartshill  proper  and  Chapel  End.  The  water  main  has  been  extended  to  the  top  of  the  School  Hill, 
and  from  thence  to  the  “  Cripples  ”  Corner,  while  a  branch  main  has  been  taken  up  Barrack  Yard. 
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207.  A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  houses  in  Ridge  Lane,  and  the 
work  has  been  commenced.  At  Polesworth  the  water  main  has  been  extended,  while  the  scheme  for 
the  sewering  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of  Polesworth  has  been  approved  of  as  a  whole  by  the 
District  Council,  and  the  various  details  are  now  under  consideration. 


208.  Scavenging  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Council  since  May  last  in  the  Parish  of  Polesworth.  The 
system  is  stated  to  have  worked  satisfactorily  up  to  the  present,  but  the  Surveyor  says,  “  It  would  be 
better  if  in  future  the  contents  of  ashpits,  &c.,  were  conveyed  directly  from  the  ashpits  to  the  contractors’ 
vehicles,  and  were  not  allowed  to  be  placed  on  the  roads.” 


209.  New  Street,  Dordon,  about  which  I  made  a  complaint  in  connection  with  an  outbreak  of  Diph¬ 
theria,  is  reported  to  have  been  thoroughly  made  by  the  late  owners,  and  taken  over  by  the  Council. 


210.  Plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  Birchmoor  and  part  of  Warton, 
while  finally  it  is  stated  that  three  acres  of  land  have  been  given  by  Mr.  W.  F.  S.  Dugdale  in  exchange 
for  the  site  purchased  by  the  Council  in  Folly  Lane,  and  that  plans  for  a  new  hospital  on  the  site  are 
in  course  of  preparation. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 
17,135  35-7  16-2 
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BRAILES. 

211.  Dr.  Findlay  refers  to  the  census  returns  and  states  that  for  every  1,000  males  in  this  district 

there  are  only  980  females,  while  in  the  County  of  Warwick  as  a  whole  there  are  1,074  females.  He 

also  states  that  there  is  a  considerable  proportion  of  persons  advanced  in  years,  the  figures  showing 
that  nearly  10%  of  the  population  were  over  65  years  of  age,  while  in  the  County  of  Warwick  as  a 
whole  only  4%  of  the  population  are  over  that  age. 

212.  He  reports  a  low  Birth-rate,  namely  21 ‘4,  compared  with  24‘5,  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years, 

and  says  it  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  that  has  been  recorded  since  the  District  was  formed.  The 

death-rate  for  such  a  district  is  a  high  one,  namely  17 -5  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population,  and 
is  also  above  the  average  of  the  nine  previous  years.  The  figure  of  Infant  Mortality  is  satisfactory, 
being  less  than  100  per  thousand  births,  and  below  the  average  of  the  District  for  the  previous  nine 
years.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  very  satisfactory,  the  only  deaths  being  Scarlet  Fever  1,  and 
Measles  2. 

213.  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  form  of  a  small  outbreak  at  Ilmington,  7  cases  being 
reported.  In  October  a  case  was  reported  at  Long  Compton,  and  in  the  following  months  29  cases 
were  reported,  of  which  24  were  reported  during  the  first  seven  days  after  the  12th  November.  This 
sudden  outbreak  was  undoubtedly  due  to  a  child  who  was  found  “  peeling  ”  from  Scarlet  Fever  at 
school,  and  thus  spread  the  infection  throughout  the  school.  Three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were 
reported.  In  the  case  of  one  at  Pillerton  Priors  the  water  in  the  well  supplying  the  cottage  where 
the  outbreak  occurred  was  found  to  be  polluted  from  being  in  close  proximity  to  a  privy. 

214.  Measles  was  epidemic  in  Long  Compton  in  January  and  February,  and  a  few  cases  also  occurred 
at  Cherington  and  Sutton  at  the  same  time. 

215.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  not  a  single  death  from  Diarrhoea  nor  Enteritis  was  registered  during 

the  year. 

216.  Dr.  Findlay  reports  that  the  death-rate  from  Malignant  Disease  is  P4  per  thousand  of  the 
population,  which  is  much  above  the  average  for  the  country,  which  is  about  0-8  per  thousand. 

217.  Dr.  Findlay  reports  that  he  advised  the  closing  of  the  schools  at  Long  Compton  on  account  of 
the  prevalence  of  Measles,  and  also  at  the  same  place  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  He  also  advised  the  superintendents  of  the  various  Sunday  Schools 
to  close  their  schools  during  the  same  times. 

218.  He  reports  that  the  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  in  almost  constant  use,  and  has  been  of  very 
great  benefit  in  isolating  those  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  could  not  be  isolated  at  home. 
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219.  He  reports  that  he  has  made  house-to-house  inspections  in  various  parts  of  the  District,  more 
especially  in  the  Chipping  Norton  sub-district,  in  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  He  also  visited 
and  examined  the  school  children  at  Long  Compton  and  Whichford  with  a  view  of  finding  out  if  there 
were  any  mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  a  desquamating  stage. 

220.  He  reports  that  there  are  81  workshops  on  the  Register  under  the  Factories  and  Workshops 
Act,  including  18  bakehouses.  The  bakehouses  have  all  been  visited  systematically,  and  found  to  be 
kept  fairly  clean,  although  some  of  the  bakers  do  not  seem  to  have  learned  that  they  must  whitewash 
the  bakehouse  every  six  months. 

221.  As  regards  sanitary  work  he  records  that  the  water  supply  laid  on  at  Lower  Brailes  has  been 
plentiful,  and  that  a  new  tap  near  the  Bridge  has  been  very  useful  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  He  also  records  that  work  was  done  in  connection  with  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply 
of  Halford,  while  at  Ilmington  the  Council  have  adopted  the  scheme  suggested  by  the  Committee,  and 
have  accepted  a  tender  for  the  work  of  laying  pipes  according  to  the  specification  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
so  that  the  entire  supply  for  the  village  will  come  from  the  Wedgenock  Spring.  At  Stretton-on-Fosse 
he  reports  that  the  water  supply  is  at  present  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  Seven  samples 
of  water  taken  from  typical  wells  in  different  parts  of  the  village  were  condemned  on  analysis.  The  only 
well  which  contained  good  water  was  the  town  well,  outside  the  village.  At  present  investigations  are 
being  made  to  see  if  a  fresh  supply  can  be  found. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate 

6,156  21-4  17-5 

CASTLE  BROMWICH. 

222.  With  the  exception  of  the  rate  of  Infant  Mortality,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  is  able  to  record  satis¬ 
factory  statistics  for  this  district.  He  says,  “  Attention  may  be  called  to  one  point  of  interest,  namely, 
the  great  disparity  between  the  number  of  male  and  female  deaths,  the  deaths  of  males  during  the 
year  being  nearly  double  that  of  the  females.” 

223.  He  reports  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  rise  in  the  mortality  in  children  under  a  year,  8 
deaths  being  registered,  compared  with  3  in  the  previous  year.  Referring  to  this  he  says,  “  It  is  only 
fair,  however,  to  state  that  the  rate  for  two  years  has  been  exceptionally  below  the  average  for  other 
similar  districts  in  the  County  and  of  the  -  country  at  large,  and  at  present,  though  nearly  double 
that  of  last  year,  it  is  below  that  of  the  country  at  large.” 

224.  There  was  no  death  from  any  of  the  infectious  diseases  with  the  exception  of  Diarrhoea,  while 
only  24  cases  were  notified  under  the  Act,  compared  with  58  and  30  in  the  two  previous  years.  Three 
cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Minworth  district,  and  sanitary  defects  were  found,  which  have 
been  remedied.  Not  a  single  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified,  nor  was  there  a  single  notification  of 
Puerperal  Fever.  He  further  says,  “  Perhaps  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  features  of  the  vital 
statistics  is  the  fact  that  there  has  not  been  a  single  death  from  Phthisis  or  any  other  form  of  Tuberculous 
disease.  When  we  consider  that  roughly  10%  of  all  the  deaths  occur  in  the  country  from  these  diseases, 
it  will  be  seen  how  well  .off  the  District  has  been  in  this  respect  during  1904.” 

225.  As  regards  sanitary  work  he  records  that  the  seweiage  works  at  Curdworth  and  Minworth  have 
been  completed  during  the  year,  and  are  now  available  for  connections  with  the  various  houses.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  connections  were  being  fairly  rapidly  made,  and  it  was  hoped  that  most  of  the 
present  insanitary  arrangements  will  be  altered  during  the  present  year.  The  existing  sewers  have  been 
well  looked  after  and  flushed.  He  records  also  that  no  less  than  32  old  fashioned  privies  have  been 
converted  into  water  closets,  and  congratulates  the  Surveyor  on  getting  this  done  without  friction. 

226.  He  calls  attention  to  what  he  has  previously  stated  as  to  the  desirability  of  scavenging  being 
carried  out  in  the  Castle  Bromwich  and  Water  Orton  portions  of  the  District.  Vaccination  was  well  carried 
out. 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 
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227.  As  regards  general  sanitary  work  the  Report  states  that  in  every  case  where  infectious  disease 
or  Cancer  has  occurred  the  house  has  been  disinfected,  and  the  goods  sent  to  be  stoved. 

Vital  Statistics. 
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COVENTRY. 

228.  Mr.  Iliffe  reports  that  in  this  small  district  there  were  no  infectious  or  contagious  diseases 
reported,  with  the  exception  of  four  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  the  origin  of  which  was  obscure.  He  says, 
“  After  exhaustive  enquiry  it  was  only  problematically  settled  that  the  origin  of  such  might  be  accounted 
for  by  the  children  playing  on  the  sides  or  beds  of  the  River  Sherbourne,  which  flows  through  the  City  of 
Coventry,  along  the  course  of  which  Typhoid  Fever  existed  at  a  point  near  Sherbourne  Street,  within 
the  City.” 


229.  Mr.  Iliffe  refers  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  failing  of  the  supply  in  many  of  the  wells 
in  the  District,  and  that  connections  have  been  made  with  the  mains  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 

230.  The  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  appended,  which  shows  that  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
have  been  inspected,  and  that  they  are  kept  clean  ;  but  that  in  some  cases  the  structure  is  not  perfect. 

Vital  Statistics. 
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FARNBOROUGH. 

231.  Dr.  Tisdall  Johns  reports  that  with  the  exception  of  10  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Ratley,  the 
District  has  been  throughout  the  year  free  from  any  infectious  disease.  He  reports  that  he  has  from 
time  to  time  visited  the  various  parts  of  the  District,  and  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  it  in  company 
with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

232.  There  are  no  factories  or  workshops  in  the  District,  it  being  made  up  entirely  of  rural  parishes. 

233.  He  reports  that  Vaccination  has  been  fairly  satisfactory.  Out  of  28  births  recorded  in  the  period 
under  review,  19  were  successfully  vaccinated,  and  five  certificates  of  conscientious  objection  were  granted. 

Vital  Statistics. 
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FOLESHILL. 

234.  Dr.  Orton  reports  a  normal  birth-rate,  an  increased  death-rate,  a  high  Infant  Mortality 
rate,  and  a  high  death-rate  from  Zymotic  disease,  in  fact  the  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  numbered  55, 
compared  with  26  in  the  previous  year.  He  says,  “  The  marked  difference  in  the  two  years  is  due  to 
the  very  different  summer,  for  whereas  the  summer  of  1903  was  a  cold,  wet  season,  during  the  past  year 
we  experienced  a  considerable  amount  of  very  hot  weather,  and  the  climatic  conditions  are  mainly 
responsible  for  the  disparity  above.” 

235.  Referring  to  Infectious  Disease,  he  says  of  Smallpox,  “  This  disease  again  visited  our  district  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  occurred  in  two  Parishes,  viz.,  Exhall  and  Bedworth — two  cases  in  the 
first-named  Parish,  and  four  in  the  latter.  All  were  to  be  traced  to  the  adjoining  district  of  Arley, 
where  an  Epidemic  was  present.  The  first  case  was  that  of  a  man  who  lived  at  the  Corley  extremity  of 
Exhall,  he  having  contracted  the  disease  from  some  one  of  his  fellow-workmen  at  Arley.  Our  second  case 
was  his  daughter,  a  girl  of  6,  who  developed  the  disease  in  spite  of  being  vaccinated  the  day  after  her 
father  was  notified  as  being  a  suspicious  case,  her  case  proving  only  a  mild  one,  however.  The  father 
was  removed  to  the  temporary  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Exhall,  upon  March  26  ;  the  daughter  upon  April  5. 

“The  first  Bedworth  case  was  notified  upon  April  11,  and  removed  the  same  day;  he  was  a 
hawker,  who  had  undoubtedly  become  infected  at  one  of  the  houses  at  Arley  where  a  case  existed.  The 
remaining  three  cases  were  all  contacts  of  the  first  Bedworth  one. 


“  The  prompt  removal  of  all  the  cases,  and  the  disinfection  of  all  bedding,  clothing  and  premises, 
together  with  the  protection  afforded  by  re-vaccination,  which  was  again  had  recource  to,  prevented  any 
spread  of  the  disease  ;  and  we  may,  I  think,  fairly  congratulate  ourselves  upon  this  satisfactory  ter¬ 
mination  to  what  I  feared  would  mean  an  extensive  outbreak  in  Bedworth. 

“  As  in  the  previous  year,  the  Medical  Practitioners  were  requested  to  notify  me  by  telegraph, 
and  all  cases  were  seen  before  admittance  into  Hospital.  I  also  visited  several  cases  which  were  deemed 
suspicious,  and  investigated  the  circumstances  attending  one  death,  which,  it  was  feared,  might  have 
been  from  Smallpox.  We  again  had  posters,  similar  to  those  in  use  last  year,  circulated,  urgently  requesting 
the  public  to  assist  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease.” 

236.  Scarlet  Fever  was  very  slightly  prevalent,  only  21  cases  being  reported. 

237.  As  regards  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  70  cases  were  notified,  spread  fairly  well  over  the 
whole  district,  and  Dr.  Orton  says,  “  The  amount  of  this  disease,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  seems  still  to  increase, 
as  it  is  greater  than  in  1903,  when  the  number  of  cases  was  forty-five,  which,  I  remarked,  was  a  much 
higher  one  than  was  desirable ;  and  in  1902  there  were  forty-three  cases.  Eight  deaths  were  re¬ 
corded  out  of  the  70  cases,  a  better  result  than  in  1903,  when  we  had  seven  deaths  from  the  45. 

“  This  disease  is  the  one  of  all  Zymotic  diseases  which  gives  me  the  greatest  anxiety,  and  it  seems 
impossible  to  account  for  it.  We  have  made  (Mr.  Windass  and  myself)  careful  examination  of  all 
premises  from  which  the  disease  has  been  reported,  and  made  enquiries  into  all  possible  means  of  con¬ 
veyance  of  the  disease,  with  practically  no  result ;  in  few  cases  has  it  been  propagated  from  person  to 
person.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  disease,  like  Influenza,  is  an  air-borne  one,  to  a  great  extent ;  and 
although,  as  I  reported  last  year,  surface  pollution  of  the  ground,  from  slops,  etc.,  being  thrown  around 
dwellings,  may  give  rise  to  much  of  it,  still  there  remain  many  cases  that  we  cannot  assign  any  cause  to.” 

238.  Twenty-two  cases  of  Typhoid  E'ever  were  notified,  of  which  five  were  removed  to  hospital,  three 
cases  proving  fatal  of  those  treated  at  home.  As  regards  the  cases  no  less  than  18  occurred  in  Bedworth. 
There  were  no  cases  reported  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

239.  Dr.  Orton  refers  to  the  value  of  the  work  done  by  Miss  Mackenzie  in  health  visiting  in  the 
District,  and  points  out  that  as  the  result  of  information  received  from  her  a  poster  was  placarded  about 
the  District,  calling  attention  to  the  common  sanitary  defects  due  to  neglect  of  tenant  and  owner. 

240.  Referring  to  the  work  of  the  Infectious  Hospitals  Dr.  Orton  records  that  one  patient,  for  per¬ 
sistently  wandering  out  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital  grounds,  and  for  his  general  refractory  conduct,  was 
ordered  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  Council,  the  Magistrates  inflicting  a  heavy  fine  on  conviction. 

241.  He  records  the  excellent  work  done  by  the  steam  disinfector,  the  number  of  articles  disinfected 
being  1,435.  He  also  reports  that  the  plans  for  the  new  infectious  hospital  at  Exhall  have  been  sub- 

’  mitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their  consideration. 

242.  Three  schools  were  closed  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  namely  Exhall,  Willenhall 
and  Bedworth  (Roman  Catholic)  Schools. 

243.  As  regards  works  of  a  general  sanitary  nature  Dr.  Orton  refers  to  the  fact  that  an  enquiry  was 
held  in  reference  to  the  sewerage  of  Foleshill,  and  contractors  have  the  present  year  made  rapid  progress 
with  the  work.  He  also  refers  to  the  Bedworth  scheme,  which  he  says  has  not  been  finally  approved 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  though  it  is  hoped  that  very  shortly  it  will  be  passed  by  the  Board, 
and  already  the  contract  has  been  placed  with  the  same  firm  who  have  been  carrying  out  the  work 
in  Foleshill. 

244.  Referring  to  Water  Supply,  Dr.  Orton  says,  “  The  chief  cause  for  comment  is  the  most  unsatis¬ 
factory  condition  of  the  Black  Horse  Lane  and  Hawkesbury  Stop  district,  owing  to  the  absence  of  water 
for  domestic  use.  This  matter  has  been  under  notice  of  Council  meetings  many  times,  and  though, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  it  has  seemed  probable  that  an  arrangement  would  be  completed  between 
the  property  owners  and  the  North  Warwickshire  Water  Company,  the  matter  has  fallen  through  again 
and  again.” 


,33 


245.  The  Report  contains  detailed  statements  of  the  work  done  in  the  departments  of  the  Surveyor 
and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  it  appears  that  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been  done,  making  for 
the  sanitary  improvement  of  the  District  generally. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

35-0  17-5  3-0  158 

MONKS  KIRBY. 

246.  Dr.  O’Connor  records  very  satisfactory  rates  for  this  district,  and  says,  “  With  small  populations 
there  is,  as  a  rule,  but  little  to  be  gained  by  contrasting  mortality  rates  with  those  of  previous  years  or 
with  those  of  other  localities  of  similar  age-distribution  and  character.” 

247.  The  sole  Zymotic  death  was  from  Diarrhoea.  There  was  also  one  death  from  Consumption. 

248.  Forty  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  recorded  throughout  the  year,  namely  25  at  Pailton,  10  at 
Monks  Kirby,  4  at  Stretton-under-Fosse,  and  1  at  Wibtoft.  The  type  of  the  disease  was  very  mild, 
and  there  seems  to  have  been  some  doubt  about  the  diagnosis  of  some  of  the  cases.  Dr.  O’Connor 
records  that  the  Pailton  cases  materially  interfered  with  elementary  education.  In  this  village 
two  cases  were  reported  in  March  and  five  (in  two  houses)  in  April.  Cases  having  occurred  in  two 
more  houses,  he  on  the  21st  May  advised  the  closure  of  the  School  for  three  weeks. 

249.  Referring  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District,  he  says,  “  I  had  occasion  last  July  to  make 
a  sanitary  inspection  of  various  properties  in  Pailton,  and  more  particularly  of  the  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  of  this  village.  In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  directed  attention  to  my  analysis  of  water  from 
its  principal  well,  which  proved,  despite  thorough  cleansing,  to  be  very  heavily  polluted.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  source  of  pollution  is  one  of  the  main  sewers,  the  construction  of  which,  at  least  at  this 
point,  is  in  all  probability  defective.  The  principal  sewers  of  the  village  converge  to  a  culvert  discharging 
to  a  ditch  in  Mills  Lane.  This  ditch  is  in  reality  an  open  sewer  of  a  very  offensive  type,  and  is  in  my 
opinion  a  nuisance  and  injurious  to  health.  Another  ditch  to  the  south  side  of  Coventry  Road  is  also 
a  nuisance.  The  ventilation  of  the  existing  sewers  is  inadequate  ;  drainage  nuisances  are  numerous, 
and  I,  in  short,  am  bound  to  express  the  conviction  that  a  thorough  overhauling  of  the  drainage  and 
sewerage  of  the  village  is  a  sanitary  measure  calling  for  your  careful  consideration.  Pailton  presents 
no  engineering  difficulties  as  regards  its  efficient  drainage.  Ample  and  adequate  fall  is  available,  and 
a  few  acres  of  land  would  more  than  suffice  for  coping  with  the  effluent.  Certain  it  is  that  the  recti¬ 
fication  of  the  nuisances  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  more  particularly  of  the  insanitation  at  Mills  Lane, 
is  much  to  be  desired.” 

250.  He  also  reports  that  with  the  exception  of  four  bakehouses  there  are  no  factories  or  workshops 
iu  the  District.  The  bakehouses  have  been  inspected,  and  are  on  the  whole  cleanly  and  well  kept. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

1,545  23-3  84  064  83 

NUNEATON. 

251.  Dr.  Wood  records  a  considerable  increase  of  population,  namely  220  over  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  and  this  is  practically  in  the  Parish  of  Arley,  around  the  New  Colliery.  The  birth-rate  was 
rather  above  the  average,  as  was  also  the  death-rate. 

252.  As  regards  Zymotic  Disease  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  proved  fatal  and  altogether  seven  cases  were 
reported.  Three  cases  at  Arley  were  due  to  defective  drainage,  which  received  attention.  Scarlet  Fever 
was  prevalent  all  the  year  in  various  parts  of  the  District,  infection  in  most  instances  originating  from 
the  Nuneaton  Urban  District,  where  the  disease  has  been  epidemic. 


Population. 

18,216 


34 


253.  The  most  important  outbreak,  however,  was  one  of  Smallpox,  about  which  I  have  presented  to 
you  already  a  full  report.  I  may  remind  you  that  the  disease  was  introduced  from  Nottingham  by 
a  colliery  sinker,  who  had  been  at  work  at  the  Arley  colliery.  The  total  number  of  cases  was  27.  The 
type  of  the  illness  was  mild  on  the  whole,  though  very  severe  in  three.  In  not  a  single  case  had  the 
patient  been  re-vaccinated.  There  were  seven  patients  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  all  were  unvaccinated. 
No  vaccinated  person  under  ten  years  of  age  contracted  the  disease.  There  was  not  a  fatal  case. 
One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  reported  from  Arley. 


254.  As  regards  River  Pollution  it  is  stated  that  contamination  from  a  stream  at  Arley  from  the  colliery 
huts  has  been  remedied  by  the  erection  of  a  septic  tank.  The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  reports  disin¬ 
fection  of  houses  after  every  case  of  infectious  disease. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

1,744  23-5  148 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

1-6  121 


STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 

255.  Dr.  Thomson  records  a  death-rate  of  13'8,  a  low  one  for  this  district,  and  only  once  equalled 
during  the  preceding  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  was  slightly  above  the  average.  Diphtheria  was  res¬ 
ponsible  for  four  cases,  namely  one  at  Kineton,  two  at  Wootton  Wawen,  and  one  at  Henley-in- Arden. 
Scarlet  Fever  was  not  particularly  prevalent,  34  cases  occurring.  Of  these  29  were  treated  in  hospital. 
Fifteen  of  the  34  cases  came  from  Hampton  Lucy.  Dr.  Thomson  says,  “  It  seemed  pretty  clear  that 
without  prompt  removal  and  hospital  isolation  the  outbreaks  at  Hampton  Lucy  and  at  Charlecote  would 
have  attained  a  strong  foothold  in  these  villages.” 


256.  It  is  stated  that  a  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Wellesbourne  Hastings  and  Wellesbourne  Mountford 
is  under  consideration.  It  is  stated  also  that  the  public  water  supplies  of  the  District  have  had  regular 
analyses  made,  and  hitherto  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

257.  Proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts  with 
reference  to  a  cottage  at  Kites  Green,  Preston  Bagot,  and  the  premises  were  closed.  A  wooden  hut  in 
the  same  parish  was  also  dealt  with  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Dr.  Thomson  states  also  that 
two  cottages  were  erected  in  1904  in  Temple  Grafton  Parish  under  a  recent  Act  which  exempts 
the  architect  from  compliance  with  the  local  bye-laws. 


258.  The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  shows  that  good  work  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  regular 
inspection. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

10,589  22-0  13-8 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0-56  64 


TAMWORTH. 

259.  Dr.  Fausset  reports  a  corrected  Death-rate  of  14‘2,  one  per  thousand  less  than  in  the  preceding 
year.  He  also  reports  an  improved  rate  of  Infant  Mortality,  namely  121  compared  with  130  for  the 
previous  year,  and  looking  at  the  nature  of  the  District  with  its  various  industries,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  this  may  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory. 

260.  As  regards  Zymotic  Disease  Dr.  Fausset  records  a  diminished  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
comparison  with  the  two  previous  years.  He  also  reports  a  diminished  prevalence  of  Diphtheria,  there 
being  only  seven  cases  compared  with  eleven  in  the  previous  year.  Only  one  case  of  Enteric  Fever 
was  notified,  which  must  be  considered  very  satisfactory.  It  is  less  satisfactory  to  have  to  report  that 
four  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified,  of  which  three  proved  fatal. 


261.  As  regards  sanitary  matters  effected  during  the  year,  he  reports  that  house  drains  were  repaired 
and  other  sanitary  defects  remedied  at  Amington,  while  at  Bolehall  and  Glascote  structural  alterations 
were  made  in  houses  and  cottages,  and  the  dwellings  improved.  Old  brick  sinks  were  replaced  by 
glazed  stoneware  ones,  and  a  very  marked  improvement  effected.  A  new  sewer  was  laid  in  the  main 
road,  and  28  house  drains  re-laid  and  connected  with  it.  Several  cases  of  Overcrowding  were  reported 
in  this  parish.  He  also  reports  that  the  house  refuse  was  removed  by  the  District  Council’s  employee. 

262.  At  Kingsbury  the  main  sewer  at  the  bottom  of  the  village  has  been  re-laid  aiid  better  drainage 
provided.  At  Middleton  the  water  supply  has  been  improved,  while  at  Wilnecote  and  Castle  Liberty 
drains  have  been  re-laid  and  objectionable  sinks  replaced  with  glazed  ones.  A  sewer  has  been  re-laid  at 
Hockley  and  Scavenging  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  men. 

263.  As  regards  the  Isolation  Hospital  it  is  recorded  that  the  usual  cleansing  of  the  wards  has  been 
carried  out,  and  it  was  decided  to  limit  the  number  of  patients  in  hospital  to  thirty.  This  I  consider 
most  important,  as  you  may  remember  that  I  reported  to  you  on  the  fact  that  overcrowding  in  the 
past  had  been  by  no  means  uncommon  in  this  hospital.  I  am  also  able  to  record  that  the  Board  have 
purchased  an  acre  of  land  adjoining  the  south  side  of  the  present  grounds  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  convalescent  ward  for  patients  on  discharge.  This  also  will  be  a  valuable  improvement. 

264.  Referring  to  water  supply  it  is  stated  that  the  scheme  for  supplying  the  village  of  Hurley, 
Hurley  Common,  Wood  End,  Edgehill  and  Whateley  has  been  completed.  Altogether  a  total  of  14£ 
miles  of  main  has  been  laid.  The  water  services  have  been  laid  to  most  of  the  houses  and  cottages, 
which  are  now  receiving  abundant  supply  of  wholesome  water.  Improvement  has  also  been  effected 
in  the  water  supply  of  Middleton. 

265.  As  regards  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  Dr.  Fausset  records  that  an  engineer  has  been  called 
in  to  consult  with  the  Surveyor  as  to  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  the  parishes  of  Bolehall, 
Glascote  and  Wilnecote,  and  that  an  enquiry  was  to  be  held  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  reference 
to  the  compulsory  purchase  of  land  for  sewage  treatment. 

266.  Dr.  Fausset  calls  attention  to  the  importance  of  further  work  being  undertaken  to  replace  the 
many  cesspools  which  are  close  to  dwellings,  particularly  in  the  village  of  Kingsbury,  and  says  that  there 
is  every  probability  of  there  being  a  great  increase  in  building  operations  in  this  village  in  the  near 

future. 


267.  As  regards  the  removal  of  weirs  it  is  stated  that  a  contract  has  been  signed  for  the  purchase  of 
Comberford  Weir,  but  the  details  of  same  have  not  yet  been  completed. 

268.  Inspection  of  the  District  seems  to  have  been  well  carried  out,  and  the  Report  refers  to  the 
valuable  services  rendered  to  the  District  by  Miss  Mackenzie,  one  of  the  County  Council  Health' Visitors. 

269.  Among  the  important  points  which  Dr.  Faussett  says  require  careful  attention  during  the  present 

year  are : — 

“  1.— The  carrying  out  of  the  remainder  of  the  scheme  for  the  removal  of  the  weirs. 

2. — The  carrying  out  of  a  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  Bolehall  and  Glascote,  and 
Wilnecote. 

4.  — The  continuation  of  the  measures  already  undertaken  with  regard  to  the  prevention  of  the 

pollution  of  the  River  Tame. 

5.  — Revision  of  the  Bye-laws.” 


270.  The  Report  also  contains  one  from  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  which  gives  an  excellent  record 
of  the  year’s  work  and  full  details  of  the  carrying  out  of  Acts,  such  as  the  Factories  and  Workshops, 
Petroleum,  &c. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

121 


Population. 

13,386 


Birth-rate. 

35-6 


Dcatli-rate. 

14-2 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

0-97 


36 


Rural  Districts  in  the  Mid- Warwickshire  Combined  District,  including 
Meriden,  Rugby,  Solihull,  Southam  and  Warwick. 

MERIDEN. 

271.  Dr.  Wilson  records  a  Death-rate  identical  with  that  of  last  year,  a  low  Zymotic  death-rate, 
and  a  low  rate  of  Infant  Mortality.  Among  causes  of  death,  1  was  attributed  to  Measles,  1  to 
Diphtheria  and  2  to  Diarrhoea.  The  single  death  attributed  to  Measles  occurred  in  Over  Whitacre,  and 
the  disease  became  prevalent  in  several  parishes,  necessitating  the  closure  of  schools  in  Meriden,  Maxstoke, 
Packington,  Berkswell,  Bickenhill  and  Nether  Whitacre.  The  single  death  from  Diphtheria  occurred  in 
Coleshill,  but  there  was  no  further  spread  of  the  disease.  There  were  no  deaths  attributed  as  due  to 
either  Whooping  Cough,  Scarlet  Fever  or  Typhoid  Fever,  and  not  a  single  case  of  Typhoid  or  Enteric 
Fever  was  notified  during  the  year. 

272.  Two  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified,  both  in  navvies  who  were  employed  in  sinking  a  coal  pit 
shaft  in  the  Nuneaton  Rural  District,  where  a  sudden  outbreak  occurred  among  the  workmen  in  March. 
Both  of  them  were  at  once  removed  to  the  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital,  which  had  then  only  just  been 
completed.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  As  both  patients  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  and  showed  good 
vaccination  marks  the  cases  were  not  severe  cases.” 

273.  Dr.  Wilson  records  that  a  man  from  Burton  Green  was  requested  to  appear  before  the  Council 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  summoned  for  neglecting  to  notify  or  call  in  a  doctor,  and  for  send¬ 
ing  his  children  to  school  when  they  were  found  to  be  still  in  the  peeling  stage  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

274.  Concerning  works  of  a  public  nature  which  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  Dr.  Wilson 
refers  to  the  completion  of  the  drainage  scheme  for  Hampton-in- Arden,  and  the  water  supply  scheme 
for  Nether  Whitacre. 

275.  The  Report  concludes  with  one  from  the  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  giving  details  of 
his  various  inspections,  and  of  the  work  done  in  carrying  out  the  Public  Health  and  other  allied  Acts. 

RUGBY. 

276.  Dr.  Wilson  reports  a  Death-rate  slightly  above  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years.  He  records 
that  comparatively  few  of  the  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  one,  and  that  therefore  the  rate  of  Infant 
Mortality  has  been  a  satisfactory  one.  The  Zymotic  death-rate,  however,  is  as  he  says,  though  not 
excessive,  above  the  average  for  the  District.  Among  deaths  attributed  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  were  7  to  Measles,  1  to  Scarlet  Fever,  4  to  Whooping  Cough,  7  to  Diphtheria,  1  to  Typhoid 
Fever  and  8  to  Diarrhoea.  Altogether,  220  cases  were  notified  under  the  Act.  These  consisted  of  8 
Smallpox,  21  scattered  cases  of  Erysipelas,  2  of  Puerperal  Fever,  30  of  Diphtheria,  154  Scarlet  Fever 
and  5  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

277.  Referring  to  the  outbreak  of  Smallpox,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  As  reported  at  the  time,  the  outbreak 
of  Smallpox,  which  occurred  in  May,  was  spread  by  a  man  living  at  Wolston,  who  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  the  disease  when  he  applied  for  medical  advice  at  the  General  Hospital  in  Coventry. 
He  was  at  once  removed  to  the  Coventry  Smallpox  Hospital,  and  the  case  was  forthwith  notified  to 
me  by  telegram.  On  the  same  day  I  met  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at  Wolston,  when  we  ascertained 
tliat  the  man  had  been  going  about  several  days  with  the  eruption  out  on  him,  and  at  the  two  public 
houses  in  the  village  and  elsewhere,  had  come  in  contact  with  several  persons  apart  from  his  wife  and 
relatives.  On  conferring  with  the  Public  Vaccinator,  I  advised  that  re-vaccination  should  be  freely 
carried  out,  and  all  those  whom  we  knew  to  have  been  in  contact  with  him  were  kept  under  close  obser¬ 
vation.  But,  as  it  turned  out,  he  had  already  infected  his  wife,  two  of  her  brothers,  two  men  living  in 
Wolston,  and  a  man  in  Newbold-on-Avon,  so  that  the  disease  affected  six  separate  households,  namely, 
4  in  Wolston,  1  in  Bretford,  and  1  in  Newbold-on-Avon.  But  owing  to  the  prompt  removal  of  the 
cases  to  hospital,  re- vaccination,  and  quarantining  the  infected  households,  there  was  fortunately  no 
further  spread  of  the  disease  from  any  of  the  houses  involved,  nor,  with  the  exception  of  the  Newbold 
case,  did  the  disease  spread  in  any  of  the  houses  themselves.  In  Newbold,  however,  two  children  of 
the  man  who  fell  with  the  disease  there,  who  had  never  been  previously  vaccinated,  were  infected, 
but  vaccination  greatly  modified  the  attacks.  Several  of  the  cases  were  of  a  somewhat  severe  type,  but, 
fortunately,  all  recovered.  I  was  unable  to  discover  how  or  where  the  first  patient  contracted  the 
disease,  but,  after  he  was  discharged  from  the  Coventry  Hospital,  he  was  called  before  you  to  show 
cause  why  he  should  not  be  summoned,  and  was  severely  reprimanded.” 
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278.  Referring  to  Diphtheria,  of  the  7  deaths  attributed  to  this  disease,  6  occurred  in  Hillmorton,  and 

the  disease,  which  was  of  a  severe  type,  necessitated  the  closure  of  the  school  there.  There  were  30 

cases  of  the  disease  notified  altogether,  namely  25  in  Hillmorton,  3  in  New  Bilton,  and  1  each  in 

Newbold  and  Willoughby. 

279.  Work  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  increasing  the  sewerage  arrangements  in  different  parts  of  the 
District,  and  a  sewage  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  Ryton-on-Dunsmore,  and  new  out-fall  sewers  for 

New  Bilton  and  Brinklow. 

280.  As  regards  water  supply,  new  pumps  have  been  put  down  at  Newbold-on-Avon  and  Hillmorton, 

and  a  new  public  well  has  been  sunk  at  Newton.  The  Rugby  mains  have  been  extended  to  Church- 

over,  and  negotiations  for  extending  the  water  mains  to  Old  Bilton  are  in  progress,  and  will  soon  be 

carried  out. 

281.  The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  details  of  the  work  done  under  the  Canal  Boats  Act, 
Petroleum  Acts,  the  provision  of  water  supply,  and  the  inspection  of  slaughter  houses,  dairies,  cow¬ 
sheds  and  milkshops.  As  regards  legal  preceedings,  the  report  states  that  under  the  Public  Health 
(Water)  Act  1878,  proceedings  were  taken  for  occupying  new  houses  without  obtaining  the  necessary 

certificates. 

SOLIHULL. 

282.  Dr.  Wilson  reports  a  very  satisfactory  Death-rate  of  ll'l  per  1,000,  and  the  very  low  Infant 
Mortality  rate  of  64.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  was  18, 
giving  the  very  satisfactory  Zymotic  death-rate  of  116,  though  even  this  is  above  the  average  of  past 
years.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  under  the  Act  was  only  87,  these  including  1  case  of  Small¬ 
pox,  46  Scarlet  Fever,  24  of  Diphtheria,  and  1  Puerperal  Fever. 

283.  The  case  of  Smallpox  was  that  of  a  tramp,  who  was  directly  removed  to  the  New  Joint  Smallpox 
Hospital,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  have  to  record  that  owing  to  the  precautions  that  were  taken 
by  the  Workhouse  Officials,  there  was  no  further  spread  of  the  disease.  Scarlet  Fever  was  but  slightly 
prevalent,  and  what  there  was  was  of  a  very  mild  type. 

284.  The  only  serious  epidemic  of  the  year  was  one  of  Diphtheria,  of  which  24  cases  were  reported. 
As  showing  the  severity  of  the  disease,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark  that  there  were  12  deaths.  Of  the 
deaths,  1  occurred  in  Knowle  parish,  1  in  Packwood,  1  in  Sharman’s  Lane,  Solihull,  and  7  in  Shirley. 
Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  As  reported  at  the  time,  the  outbreak  at  Shirley  was  spread  through  attendance 
at  school,  and  was  at  once  checked  when  the  school  was  closed.  The  disease  was  not  traceable  to 
insanitary  conditions,  nor  to  any  milk  origin.  There  was  a  history  of  prevalence  of  colds  and  slight 
sore  throat  among  the  school  children  before  the  outbreak  took  place,  which,  though  limited,  was  of 
a  severe  type.  Of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  which  were  notified — namely  24,  including 
2  of  Membranous  Croup — 15  occurred  in  Shirley,  4  in  Solihull,  1  in  Olton,  1  in  Barston,  2  in  Tanworth, 
and  1  in  Knowle.” 

285.  One  of  the  most  satisfactory  features  of  the  Report  was  that  not  a  single  case  of  Typhoid  Fever 

was  reported. 

286.  With  regard  to  works  of  a  public  nature,  the  Report  records  that  the  public  sewers  have  been 
well  flushed  and  the  scavenging  well  attended  to,  and  that  the  several  sewage  farms  have  been  kept 
in  good  working  order. 

287.  Dr.  Wilson  calls  attention  to  the  importance  of  providing  a  complete  scheme  of  drainage  both 
for  Shirley  and  Blossoinfield.  He  also  records  that  the  question  of  improving  the  water  supply  of 
Shirley  by  extending  the  water  mains  of  the  City  of  Birmingham  is  under  consideration. 

288.  The  routine  work  is  dealt  with  in  the  Inspector’s  Report,  and  appears  to  have  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out. 


SOUTHAM. 

289.  All  the  mortality  rates  were  higher  in  this  District  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  death- 
rate  was  undoubtedly  rather  high  for  a  sparsely  populated  rural  district.  Whooping  Cough  appears 
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to  have  been  very  prevalent,  no  less  than  seven  deaths  being  registered  from  it.  Of  these,  four 
occurred  in  Harbury  and  three  in  Priors  Marston,  and  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease,  L)r.  Wilson 
gave  certificates  to  close  the  Harbury  Schools  in  June,  and  the  Priors  Marston  School  after  the  summer 
holidays.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  Typhoid  Fever,  and  altogether  eight  cases  were  notified.  Of  the 
fatal  cases,  1  occurred  at  Long  Itchington  and  the  others  in  Southam.  Seven  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
different  parts  of  the  town  of  Southam,  and  were  associated  with  improperly  trapped  or  defective  drains. 

290.  Fourteen  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified,  and  of  these  thirteen  occurred  in  Southam,  and  one  in 
Stockton.  With  reference  to  this,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  As  fully  reported  at  the  time,  all  of  these  cases 
were  traceable  in  the  first  instance  to  a  tramp  who  lodged  for  a  single  night  in  the  common  lodging-house 
in  Southam,  and  had  visited  a  public-house,  where  subsequently  a  slight  and  unsuspected  case  occurred, 
and  from  this  case  the  disease  was  spread.  All  the  cases  notified,  including  the  tramp,  were  promptly 
removed  to  hospital,  re-vaccination  of  all  contacts  and  others  was  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  and, 
by  these  and  other  precautionary  measures,  the  outbreak  was  eventually  stamped  out ;  but  it  was  a 
source  of  great  anxiety  while  it  lasted,  and  entailed  constant  visits  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself.  Although  several  of  the  cases  were  somewhat  severe,  the  majority  were  of  a  mild  type, 
and  all  of  these  showed  good  vaccination  marks.” 

291.  With  regard  to  works  of  a  public  nature,  new  sewers  were  laid  at  Harbury  and  Bishops  Itchington, 
and  sewers  at  Fenny  Compton,  North  End,  and  Southam  have  been  repaired.  The  Water  Supply  of 
the  various  villages  has  received  attention,  and  all  complaints  as  to  private  supplies  have  been  enquired 
into,  and  samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  when  necessary. 


WARWICK. 

292.  Dr.  Wilson  records  satisfactory  Death-rates  and  Infant  Mortality  rates.  Among  the  causes 
of  death,  2  were  attributed  to  Whooping  Cough,  5  to  Diphtheria,  1  to  Enteric  Fever,  1  to  Diarrhoea, 
and  4  to  Consumption.  All  the  deaths  from  Diphtheria  were  in  cases  belonging  to  Tachbrook,  and, 
Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  formed  part  of  a  serious,  though  limited  outbreak,  on  which  I  fully  reported 
to  you  at  your  last  meeting.  The  disease  developed  through  attendance  at  school  through  slight  colds 
and  sore  throats,  and  was  at  once  checked  by  school  closure.”  Altogether  there  were  only  10  cases, 
but  half  of  them  proved  fatal. 

293.  The  single  fatal  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  a  patient  removed  from  Stoneleigh  to  the 
hospital  and  was  associated  with  a  stopped-up  drain.  Altogether,  only  79  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year. 

294.  Dr.  Wilson  records  that  to  check  the  further  spread  of  infectious  disease  he  gave  certificates  for 
the  closure  of  the  following  schools  during  the  year  : — 

Barford  for  Measles  in  January. 

Rowington  for  Scarlet  Fever  in  February  and  again  in  October. 

Beausale  for  Scarlet  Fever  in  April. 

Hatton  for  Measles  in  April. 

Baginton  for  Whooping  Cough  in  July. 

Radford  for  Scarlet  Fever  in  November. 

Tachbrook  for  Diphtheria  in  the  beginning  of  December. 

295.  He  says,  “  Apart  from  the  Diphtheria  outbreak  in  Tachbrook,  the  other  outbreaks  were  not  of  a 
serious  character.” 


296.  As  regards  works  of  a  sanitary  .  nature,  ■  he  refers  to  the  Reports  of  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  these  show  that  the  usual  inspections  under  the  special  Acts  have  been  duly  carried  out, 
and  that  work  in  relation  to  drainage  and  sewerage  has  been  carried  out  in  Cubbington,  Barford  and 


Whitnash. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Population. 

Birth-rate. 

Meriden 

11,520 

206 

Rugby 

16,020 

28-5 

Solihull 

15,450 

21T 

Southam 

9,910 

25-8 

Warwick 

11,620 

2D4 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

132 

0-34 

84 

14-6 

1-74 

102 

1M 

1*16 

64 

17-0 

1-41 

113 

11-4 
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Chart  shewing  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  wee 

and  Typhoid  Fever  (black)  in  th 


January 


February 


March 


June 


of  the  year  of  Scarlet  Fever  (red),  Diphtheria  (blue), 
administrative  County  in  1904. 


August 


September 


October 


November 


December 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1904,  in  the  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICTS  of  the  COUNTY  OF  WARWICK,  classified 
according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  and  shewing  also  the  Area  and  Population  of  such  Districts,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  Year, 

together  with  Birth,  Death,  and  Zymotic  Rates,  and  the  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality. 
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Numbbk  of  seen  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  the  several 
Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospitals. 
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TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  during  the  year  1904,  in  the  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICTS  of  the  COUNTY  OF  WARWICK, 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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;i  RETURX,  shewing  the  number  of  Births  Registered,  together  with  the  number  of 
such  cases  successfully  Vaccinated  or  otherwise  disposed  of  in  the  Districts  of 
the  County  of  Warwick  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1904. 


VACCINATION 

DISTRICTS. 

No.  of  Births 
Registered 
during  the  year 
ending 

30th  June,  1904. 

No.  of  these 
cases 

successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible 

of 

Vaccination. 

Died  before 
Vaccination. 

No.  of 
Conscien¬ 
tious 

Certificates. 

Cases  under 
Postpone¬ 
ment. 

Removals  to 
other 
Districts 
out  of  the 
Union. 

No.  of  cases 
'  not  to  be 
found. 

Number  of  cases 
remaining 
Unvaccinated 
at  date  of  this 
Return. 

URBAN 

DISTRICTS. 

Aston  Manor... 

2,246 

1,530 

6 

300 

7 

64 

18 

192 

129 

Bulkington  ... 

52 

35 

... 

7 

1 

... 

... 

9 

Erdington 

567 

478 

2 

48 

7 

10 

10 

10 

2 

Kenilworth  ... 

110 

98 

... 

7 

2 

... 

... 

... 

3 

N uneaton  and  ) 

Chilvers  Coton  J 

981 

460 

90 

327 

... 

... 

... 

104 

Royal  Leamington  Spa 

454 

380 

... 

44 

19 

7 

... 

3 

1 

*  Rugby 

512 

224 

1 

48 

26 

37 

27 

19 

130 

Stratford-on-Avon 

170 

128 

... 

16 

6 

7 

5 

2 

6 

Sutton  Coldfield 

377 

320 

... 

33 

5 

8 

6 

3 

2 

Warwick 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

Alcester 

273 

230 

... 

19 

15 

5 

3 

i 

Atherstone 

Brailes 

116 

85 

10 

17 

2 

1 

1 

Castle  Bromwich 

73 

63 

5 

3 

1 

1 

... 

Coventry 

10 

8 

2 

... 

... 

... 

Farnborough ... 

28 

19 

1 

5 

... 

•  *  ’  * 

3 

... 

Foleshill 

663 

527 

64 

61 

i 

3 

7 

... 

Meriden 

261 

223 

... 

11 

7 

6 

9 

3 

2 

Monks  Kirby 

38 

31 

4 

2 

1 

... 

... 

Nuneaton 

39 

28 

3 

2 

... 

... 

6 

*  Rugby 

540 

275 

1 

38 

42 

27 

25 

17 

115 

Solihull 

368 

316 

.  3 

20 

4 

1 

2 

2 

20 

Southam 

252 

204 

1 

13 

19 

7 

3 

3 

2 

Stratford-on-Avon 

34 

26 

... 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

... 

Tamworth 

454 

343 

1 

60 

4 

20 

5 

3 

18 

Warwick 

237 

198 

1 

25 

7 

4 

1 

1 

... 

Totals  . . . 

7,803 

5,730 

14 

784 

521 

145 

66 

238 

305 

The  figures  for  the  Rugby  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  have  been  inserted  since  the  Report  was  in  print. 


DETAILS  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS’  WORK. 


Miss 

Lowe. 

Miss 

Mackenzie. 

Total. 

No  of  Visits  made  ... 

1,291 

816 

2,107 

Health  Talks  to  School  Children,  etc. 

16 

39 

55 

VENTILATION— 

Windows  to  be  regularly  opened 

47 

86 

133 

Windows  not  made  to  open  ... 

169 

73 

242 

Chimneys  to  be  unstopped 

152 

144 

296 

Bedrooms  without  Chimneys  ... 

40 

16 

56 

Bedrooms  without  Windows  ... 

9 

... 

9 

Pantry  ventilation  to  be  attended  to 

18 

46 

64 

Pantries  without  ventilation  ... 

47 

24 

71 

Cellars 

12 

12 

24 

CLEANLINESS— 

Of  rooms 

101 

21 

122 

Bedding  washed  or  destroyed ... 

45 

17 

62 

Of  yards 

35 

4 

39 

Pantries  to  be  whitewashed  . 

34 

8 

42 

Houses  in  which  there  was  no  pantry 

25 

25 

Slops  to  be  emptied  ... 

38 

52 

90 

DISEASES— 

Consumption  ... 

8 

7 

15 

Diarrhoea 

10 

2 

12 

Ulcerated  heads 

22 

3 

25 

Other  cases  of  sickness  in  which  medical 

advice  was  urged 

30 

14 

44 

Cases  of  notifiable  disease  discovered 

... 

... 

... 

Wasting  babies 

2 

5 

7 

Babies  improperly  clothed 

43 

26 

69 

Babies  improperly  fed 

43 

27 

70 

Babies  neglected 

8 

19 

27 

Babies  over  12  months  to  be  weaned 

29 

31 

60 

Neglected  children  ... 

34 

8 

42 

Babies  to  be  vaccinated 

18 

4 

22 

Cases  of  overcrowding 

16 

5 

21 

Damp  houses 

11 

13 

24 

Other  defects 

136 

54 

190 

•TABLE  IX. 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  taken  at  the  Park  Lodge  and  Council  House,  Sutton  Coldfield,  during  the  Year  ending 
3 1st  December,  1904,  by  the  Park  Forester  (Mr.  H.  Harlond). 

Lat.  :  52  deg.  33  mi.  22  sec.,  N.  Long.  :  1  deg.  4!)  mi.  42  sec.,  W. 
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.  CLARRY,  Borough  Surveyor. 


METEOROLOGY  TABLE  OF  LEAMINGTON,  1904. 


RAINFALL. 

Days. 

iooiioo>'^oot^a*r-H<Moio 

r-H  r—i  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  i—H  r— < 

154 

CO 

o  nia 

Inches. 

1-54 

483 

1- 37 

0-77 

2- 11 

0-61 

5-08 

2-47 

1-62 

1-59 

1-47 

1-49 

24-50 

2-25 

egpujag  -x  -aw 

Relative 

Humidity 

% 

88 

89 

85 

71 

67 

59 

58 

65 

70 

79 

94  Fog 

prevalent. 

86 

r-H 

Oi 

cr> 

U'BUU'BfJ 

*D  ’V  'W 

Direction  of 

the 

Prevailing  Wind. 

_ 

s.w. 

N.W. 

N.E. 

W.S.W. 

W.N.W. 

E.N.E. 

S.W. 

S.W.  to  N.W. 

S.E. 

S.W. 

N.W.  to  S.W. 

S.W. 

°wki 

AIR  TEMPERATURES. 

Absolute  Temperatures. 

Date. 

22nd 

28th 

11th 

10th 

2nd 

3rd,  21st,  25th 

1st,  3rd 

24th 

10th,  30th 

22nd 

30th 

21st,  22nd 

• 

°wa 

Min. 

doo<f*doc>b-cqibdt<b-»b<b 

(MCOeOCO^^lO^-^CO  i-HCN 

: 

• 

°wa 

Date. 

12th 

19th 

19th 

20th 

29th 

28th 

11th 

2nd 

5th 

20th 

3rd 

16th,  17th 

<mia 

Max. 

^ocbiboooibibooib 

j—H 

°wa 

Means  of 

Min. 

o>  ci . i a> 

ocbooict'—  rLasibiLaosyiao 

544-5 

43-7 

°n;a 

►5 

c3 

s 

« 

o  O  lO  iO  '  10 

ib  bi  co  co  ib  ib  co  co  r—  do  ib 

^  ^  ic  co  co  cr>  io  ^ 

O 

o 

4- 

58-5 

sgpiuag  -x  -.IK 

Means 

of 

9-0  a.m. 
Readings. 

pppppoppppop 
r^cb^t-biib^diair-iocbco 
^  CO  ^  o  O  CO  O  *D  iO  co  co 

625-0 

52-0 

•n'Buu'eji 

D  *Y  **IR 

Mean 

of 

Barom. 

CO^OOiOOOOOOOO 

Cp(^«pNCOOpGpqiOpt>«)N 

Ol  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl 

04 

CO 

cb 

o 

29-70 

1 

•0{{iau,biujo^q; 

ap  *Ai  * m 

Month. 

January  . 

February 

March  . 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . 

July  . 

August . 

September 

October  . 

November 

December 

Totals  . . . 

Means 

•a^AassaQ 

JUNE,  1905. 


Warwickshire  County  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health, 


For  the  Year  1904. 


